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ERIO’s representatives at Roma study day in Namur

ERIO’s Policy and Communication Officers participated to a study day in Namur (Wallonia,
Belgium) organised by the Centre de Médiation de Gens du Voyage (Mediation centre for
Travellers). The main subject of the study day was the relationship between local government,
civil society and the Roma minority in the French-speaking region of Belgium. Many
representatives of the Roma minority attended the meeting, along with civil society and local
government representatives. ERIO’s Officers made a presentation on the social exclusion,
discrimination and racism which Roma from Central and Eastern Europe are facing in Western
European countries, especially in France, Italy, Spain, and United Kingdom. More information on
the study day can be found at this URL: http://www.cmgv.be/pages-html/Agenda/agenda%
202009/agenda%20colloque2009.html

EU: Open Days, Roma inclusion, “Experiences from Cohesion Policy programmes”

Cohesion policy has the potential to improve the situation of deprived Roma communities. How-
ever, it is important to adopt a holistic approach and learn from good practice gathered at the
European level when implementing programmes involving a significant Roma population. The
Open Days’ workshop organised by the European Commission (DG REGIO and DG EMPL)
aimed to exchange experiences on working with and for Roma within the cohesion policy pro-
grammes. The meeting was chaired by Katarina Mathernova and Lenia Samuel, from the EC.
Speakers included: Lydia Suchova, Ministry for EU affairs, Slovakia; Andor Urmos, Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labour Hungary; Juan Carlos Castro Fernandez, Aragonese Institute of Social
Services; Livia Jaroka, Member of the European Parliament; Cristina Balboni, Directorate Cul-
ture, Vocational Training and Employment, Emilia Romagna Region, ltaly.

Spain should promote Roma policies during EU presidency, asks Socialist Party

The PSOE (Socialist Party) called on the Spanish Government to promote the development de-
velop common policies to integrate Roma among European countries during the Spanish presi-
dency of the European Union (first half of 2010). In its letter, the Socialists stress the importance
of "join forces and develop common European standards" to combat "serious discrimination and
social exclusion experienced by the majority of Roma in Europe". The PSOE also asks the Ex-
ecutive to support the Second European Summit on Roma inclusion, which is scheduled to be
held in Cordoba in the first half of 2010, "dedicating a specific space for discussion about the
situation of Roma women in Europe and in Spain”. "It will be an excellent opportunity for our
country to play a leading role in advancing European approach to policies for inclusion of this
group.”

Source (in Spanish): http://www.europapress.es/epsocial/derechos-humanos-00457/noticia-psoe-pide-gobierno-promueva-paises
-ue-implanten-politicas-comunes-integrar-gitanos-20091009144850.html
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UK: constant threat at Dale Farm

The residents of Dale Farm in Basildon are living on a knife edge facing forceful eviction from
their homes at any time, as the council plan to clear the whole site. The 1,000 or so Romani
Gypsy families have been building their community, near Billericay in Essex, since the 70s and
have been fighting for the legal right to remain on the site for over seven years. But, after the
Lord’s recently refused to hear their appeal case, eviction is now almost certainly on the
cards. Constant & Co, the unscrupulous, violent ‘Gypsy eviction specialist’ bailiffs, are expected
to carry out the eviction. It would be the biggest clearing operation of a community from their
homes in the UK, at an expected cost of three million pounds. Gypsy Council president Richard
Sheridan commented, “Even now the council could buy land for an alternate site for half the
money being spent on bulldozing our homes. The eviction plan makes no sense except to rac-
ists.” The Government’s Health & Safety Executive has said if bailiffs attempt to bring heavy ma-
chinery onto Dale Farm while children are still present they will be committing an extreme breach
of health and safety law. An HSE official told SChNEWS, “If you tell us bulldozers have arrived on
your property with kids around, we’ll phone the agents and the council right away and send
someone down if need be.” In August, residents and supporters protested outside Basildon town
hall and presented a legal memorandum (supported by International Human Rights NGO Centre
on Housing Rights and Evictions) showing how the eviction contravenes international human
rights law and asking Basildon council to seek out other alternatives. The only legal avenue now
left is an appeal to the human rights court in Strasbourg, but this could take two years - time
which Dale Farm residents don’t appear to have. Although Basildon council is required to provide
land for Travellers by 2011, the council has stated they will not be reserved for homeless Dale
Farm families. Alternative places to live are not even being discussed in the council’s so-called
engagement talks with Dale Farm representatives. The threat of eviction coincides with the
launch of ‘World Zero Evictions Days’, calling for a new Urban Social Pact demanding an end to
evictions and increased funding for housing, and the UN Habitat day. Richard Sheridan said,
‘We're flying the flag of the United Nations over Dale Farm in solidarity with Roma across Europe,
who, like us, are being victimized, attacked and driven from their homes’. More info on World
Zero Evictions info at www.habitants.org.

Source: http://www.schnews.org.uk/archive/news6944.php

UK: Gypsy/Traveller communities’ children more likely to be excluded from school

London, 11/10/09 - This is the first time the government's figures for permanent exclusion and
suspensions from school have included a breakdown by ethnicity. The figures for 2007/8 show
that the overall rate of permanent exclusion had dropped slightly from 0.12 per cent to 0.11 per
cent of the total school population. However, the rate was at 0.56 per cent among children from
Gypsy/Roma communities and at a similar level, 0.53 per cent, for Travellers of Irish heritage.

Full article: http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Education/login/944662/

Slovenia: Roma official complains about National Programme

Ljubljana, 09/10/09 - The head of the Council of the Roma Community, Jozek Horvat Muc, com-
plained in a letter to Prime Minister Borut Pahor on Friday about delays in the creation of a na-
tional programme for the Roma as envisaged in the government's work plan for 2009.

Source: http://www.sta.si/en/vest.php?s=a&id=1435613
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Slovenia: launch of European Route of Roma Culture and Heritage in Kamenci

Kameneci, 11/10/09 - Lendava and the Roma settlement of Kamenci hosts an international con-
ference organised by the Government Office for National Minorities and the Council of Europe,
which marked the launch of the implementation of the project of the Council of Europe the Euro-
pean Route of Roma Culture and Heritage. In addition to the Slovenian organisations involved in
the project (the Slovene Ethnographic Museum and Romano pejtausago/Roma Friendship Soci-
ety), the conference participants include partner organisations from Spain, Germany, the United
Kingdom, Greece, France, Italy and Romania. All promote Roma culture in their environment and
are actively participating in the project. They will give 'live' presentations of their activities in the
Roma settlement of Kamenci, realising the primary purpose of the European Route of Roma Cul-
ture and Heritage, which is creating a bridge between Roma and non-Roma communities across
Europe.

Full article: http://www.isria.com/pages/8_October 2009 105.php

Hungary: Canada urges government to stem flood of asylum-seekers

Ottawa, 11/10/09 - A sudden wave of refugee claimants has helped made Hungary Canada's top
source of asylum-seekers, prompting Ottawa to call on Budapest to take action — possibly a-
gainst organized crime elements, Canwest News Service has learned. The government hasn't yet
moved to impose visa restrictions on Hungary, as it did over the summer to deal with a flood of
questionable claimants from Mexico and the Czech Republic. But Ottawa also hasn't ruled out
that option after the number of asylum-seekers skyrocketed during the April-to-June period, ma-
king Hungary the third-highest source of claimants after Mexico and the Czech Republic in that
period. [...] He said Kenney has already flown to Budapest to raise his concerns and discuss stra-
tegies "to ensure that individuals who benefit from our visitor visa exemption to come to Canada
are, in fact, genuine visitors." Kenney has previously questioned whether Czech claimants, the
vast majority from the Roma minority that has endured a history of discrimination in Europe, were
genuine refugees facing persecution and fearing for their safety. Velshi said the Canadian gover-
nment, which has provoked anger and threats of retaliation by Prague and the EU as a result of
the Czech visa decision, is looking for alternatives in the case of Hungary.

Full article: http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Canada+urges+Hungary+stem+flood+asylum+seekers/2078045/
story.html

Hungary: far right is making gains

Komarom, 12/10/09 - The right-wing demonstrators have gathered here on the fringe of a long-
lost empire, near the border with Slovakia, the banks of the Danube, along rusting train tracks /
that stretch northwest to Vienna. They wear wraparound sunglasses, leather vests and combat
boots; and they knot around their necks the red and white striped flags reminiscent of Hungary's
pro-Nazi party of the 1930s and '40s. "Take your guns in your hands," rasps a singer. "This is the
last fight we're going to win. Endurance." And then: "I may have big boots. You may throw a
stone at me. But this is still my country, this is where my cradle lay." The crowd has gathered in
the September sunshine for the main attraction, Gabor Vona, a charismatic young nationalist who
heads Hungary's newest, fastest growing and most controversial political party -- and founded its
affiliated militia. Vona steps out of a minivan, a slight young man with a few shoots of gray in a
crop of dark hair. A passing driver leans furiously on his car horn, and the young woman in the
passenger seat shows Vona her middle finger as they careen past. Vona blinks and turns away
with indifference. He's ready to face his fans. "You should know that Hungarian policy may

Page 3


http://www.isria.com/pages/8_October_2009_105.php
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Canada+urges+Hungary+stem+flood+asylum+seekers/2078045/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Canada+urges+Hungary+stem+flood+asylum+seekers/2078045/story.html

. ERIO e-news 13/10/2009

change in the very near future," he tells them. "Everyone knows that for the past 20 years we
kept silent and bowed down, but this will change."
Full article: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-hungary-right11-20090ct11,0,6684819,full.story

Hungary: Roma activists conclude cross-country march in Budapest

Budapest, 11/10/09 - Some 500 people gathered in Budapest's Heroes Square on Sunday to
welcome a small group of Roma activists who had walked to the capital from eastern Hungary in
protest against discrimination of their minority. "We set off because there is a problem. We are
oppressed, excluded and stigmatised, whereas equal rights and freedom should be granted to
people without demonstrations," Laszlo Kallai, who initiated and led the march, told the crowd.
Kallai is head of the Roma Civil Rights Association in Jaszladany, 120 kilometres from Budapest.
The activist said that Roma children are segregated in 900 schools across the country, provided
with substandard education, humiliated on a daily basis, and parents have to put up with that. "It
has been enough," Kallai added. He noted, however, that employment was an even greater prob-
lem: "If each Roma job-seeker were granted work, that would reduce the current educational and
social tension." At the end of the demonstration, a petition to President Laszlo Solyom was read
out, in which participants called on the president to lead the fight for the integration of the Roma
minority. The president "should do what his oath obliges him to: act as the embodiment of na-
tional cohesion and speak out for those shut up in ghettoes, those that are excluded and those
whose voice is not heard," the document said.

Source: http://english.mti.hu/default.asp?menu=1&theme=2&cat=25&newsid=264979

Slovak public building company offers money to quit the country

Kosice, 11/10/09 - In Kosice, Slovakia's second city located in the east, a few miles from the Hun-
garian border, the city plans to demolish two buildings in the Lunik disreputable suburbs. Only
problem is that 48 apartments of two dilapidated blocks are still inhabited by some 400 Gypsies.
The obligation to resettle them sometimes pushes the city or its sub-contractors to employ inap-
propriate methods. Recently, an employee of the municipal housing company (the Public Office
of Local Planning and Building) offered them money to pay for the bus to Great Britain or Bel-
gium, and the possibility of provide them with passports. Although the company in question is af-
filiated with the city of Kosice, the latter denies any responsibility in this "incident". The employee
in question said she acted under the orders of his superiors, arguing that the offer was only made
to families wishing to leave Slovakia. The Slovak foundations for the protection of Roma minori-
ties have expressed outrage and argue that these methods are commonplace in Slovakia.

Source (in French): http://www.hu-lala.org/?p=2251

Romania: Holocaust memorial unveiled

Bucharest, 11/10/09 - Romania on Thursday unveiled a monument in memory of some 300,000
Jews and Gypsies killed during the Holocaust in the country, which at times denied that the exter-
mination even happened. President Traian Basescu said it was Romania's duty to "recognize the
genocide during World War 11" and to honour the victims. Basescu was joined by Holocaust survi-
vors, both Jewish and Gypsies, and other leaders during the unveiling the euro5 million (US$7.35
million) marble and concrete tomblike monument. Romania today has only 6,000 Jews. The
country's role in the Holocaust and the deportation of Jews were ignored by the Communists and
minimized by subsequent governments after communism collapsed in 1989.

Full story: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALegM5jX0p xRDn6e99TUgWT34 TJ2sluQD9BE6TIMO0
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Debate in Brussels: “Itinerant Peoples with the shoes of wind”

Roma and other "Travellers" are some twelve million in Europe. These transnational minorities,
composed of disparate groups, have in common secular discrimination, de facto apartheid, with
disastrous effects on their life conditions and prospects. How to overcome the barriers of igno-
rance for a better living together? How can these minorities be equal in all areas? In the occasion
of the Festival the Libertés, a meeting is organised in Brussels with Katalin Barsony (director of
Vita Lash and project director Mundi Romani), Akim Ahmed (Director of Mediation Centre of
Travellers in Wallonia), Alain Reyniers (anthropologist, professor at UCL, former expert on Gypsy
of the Walloon Ministry of Social Affairs), Joachim Ott (Coordinator of the Roma Action Group,
European Commission, Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportuni-
ties). Moderator: Julie Ringelheim (initiator of the platform "Traveller: The Forgotten housing
rights?", Justice Committee of LDH). The debate will be preceded by the film “Lashi Vita” by
Katalin Barsony. The evnt is part of the campaign "For Diversity. Against discrimination” of DG
Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities of the European Commission. More info on:
www.festivaldeslibertes.be. Information: 02/289 69 00

European SMES Seminar in Athens postponed from November 2009 to March 2010

2010 being proclaimed the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, SMES-
Europa deemed appropriate to postpone the seminar “Migrants: Invisible Wounds, dignity and
vulnerability” to be held in Athens form 18-20 November 1009 to next year, March 2010. Propo-
sed new dates are 17-19 March 2010 (dates and venue to be confirmed). Please pencil these
new dates in your diary. We will keep you updated, but you are also kindly invited to check
SMES-Europa website for all additional information

Source: http://www.smes-europa.org/INVISIBLE_ WOUNDS_Athenseminar_2010.htm

FERYP Call for Participants - Study Session "Diversity with and Diversity in the Roma
community"

The Forum of European Roma Young People (FERYP) is calling for participants for its next study
session: "Diversity with and Diversity in the Roma community". The session will take place from
29 November to 6 December 2009 in the European Youth Centre Budapest. Please note that the
deadline for applications is 20 October 2009. The applications should be submitted
to: feryp2009@yahoo.com

The European Roma Information Office (ERIO) is an international advocacy organization, which pro-

-
motes political and public discussion on Roma issues by providing factual and in-dept information on a
range of policy issues to the European Union institutions, Roma civil organizations, governmental au-
thorities and intergovernmental bodies. ERIO cooperates with a network of a large number of organiza-

European Rema Information Office  tions and acts to combat racial discrimination and social exclusion through awareness raising, lobbying

and policy development.
ERIO
Av. Edouard Lacomblé 17
Brussels 1040
Belgium

Tel:  0032(0)27333462 Fax: 0032(0)27333875
For more information: news@erionet.org / ivan.ivanov@erionet.orqg / www.erionet.org
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