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CROATIA

Court Condemns Croatia for Failing to Fulfill Ilts Positive Obligations under Article
3 of the ECHR

Strasbourg, 26 June 2009: Yesterday, the European Court of Human Rights delivered
its judgment in the case of Beganovic v. Croatia concerning the violent beating of Mr
Darko Beganovi¢, a Romani man, by a group of seven men and the failure of Croatian
authorities to conduct an effective investigation and prosecute the perpetrators.

The Court held that the Croatian prosecuting authorities and the courts failed to satisfy
the requirement of effectiveness of the criminal-law mechanisms for the purposes of
Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
(ECHR) prohibiting torture, inhuman and degrading treatment. The ineffectiveness on
part of the prosecuting authorities resulted in the criminal complaint against the
perpetrators becoming time barred.

The applicant in the case was brutally beaten in the company of five friends by a group
of seven young men on 24 April 2000. The seven men proceeded to hit him until he fell
to the ground and then continued kicking him. When the beating stopped and Mr
Beganovi¢ stood up, he was hit on the head with a wooden plank, which caused him to
lose consciousness. As a result of the violent group beating, Mr Beganovi¢ sustained
bodily injuries, including a concussion.

Domestic criminal complaints were lodged on 12 June 2000 by the applicant’s counsel
against the seven individuals. However, due to inactiveness and erroneous handling of
the criminal complaint by the prosecutorial authorities, the complaint became time
barred as of 23 April 2004.

As a result, the ERRC and its partner, local lawyer Lovorka Ku$an, lodged an
application with the European Court of Human Rights on 9 November 2006 claiming
violations of, inter alia, Article 3 of the ECHR, based on the failure of the Croatian
authorities to take the appropriate and necessary steps in the criminal proceedings
against the seven perpetrators. Mr Beganovi¢ was awarded 1,000 EUR non-pecuniary
damages; the court also awarded 6,250 EUR in respect of costs and expenses.

For further information, contact: Lydia Gall, ERRC Legal Advisor, lydia.gall@errc.org, +
36.1.413.2200



https://webmail.utoronto.ca/imp/message.php?index=3414

KOSOVO

180 new houses for the Roma community in Kosovo

19/05/2009 - The Kosovo authorities have made public the action plan of the
Municipality of Mitrovica, supported by the central government, to build 180 houses in
an area of 4.5 hectares in the so called "Roma Mahalla" in the northern part of
Mitrovica. The implementation of this plan should solve permanently the problem of the
Roma camps in northern Kosovo which have been an issue of great concern.

Source: Kosovo Times

Abused, driven out and poisoned: the scandal of the Kosovo Roma

A shocking new report reveals the desperate conditions in which one of Europe's most
vulnerable populations is forced to live

Isabel Fonseca
The Observer, Sunday 21 June 2009
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jun/21/kosovo-lead-mitrovica-poison

An institutionalised crime against the Roma people is taking place in eastern Europe. A
forthcoming report from Human Rights Watch documents an ongoing scandal at
Mitrovica, in northern Kosovo, which began 10 years ago in the wake of the looting and
burning to the ground of the entire settlement known as the Roma Mahalla.

This was once a vibrant home to some 8,000 people, most of them Muslims. But the
inhabitants fled, fearing attacks by ethnic Albanians who saw the Roma as
"collaborators” with the Serbs, with whom they share a language. Some 6,500 of these
Mitrovica Roma have never returned - indeed, only about a tenth of a prewar population
of 200,000 Kosovan Roma remain. The Nato-led Kosovo Force did not intervene at the
time in the blighting of the Mahalla, but the UN High Commissioner for Refugees was
quick to help the newly homeless, organising food and, over some months, places to
live until their settlement could be restored.



However, these makeshift camps - with the exception of one installed in an old
Yugoslav army barracks 30 miles (48km) away - are situated by the dams of an old lead
mine, beside a three-storey-high "black mountain”, or toxic slag heap, "at the epicentre
of contamination”, according to Wanda Troszczynska Van Genderen, a researcher with
Human Rights Watch (HRW) and author of the report. The defunct Trepca mine
complex constitutes an entire region long known for its toxicity and therefore being
unsuitable even for temporary use, let alone a decade of inactivity and neglect.

The proximity of the slag heaps and the poor camp conditions predictably guaranteed
serious and worsening contamination. There is limited heat and little access to clean
water, no coherent or sustained treatment for lead poisoning and the poor diet
comprises little more than bread and tea, said a nurse at the camps. In 2004 human
rights activists started to protest about the deteriorating health of the Roma residents,
and particularly the youngest residents, who absorb lead more easily. They reported
children with black or bleeding gums, headaches, stunted growth, high blood pressure,
epilepsy, constant diarrhoea, vomiting, disorientation, convulsions, extreme
nervousness and "hysteria".

Twenty years ago Vaclav Havel, a human rights campaigner and the former Czech
president, said the fate of the Roma would be a litmus test for Europe's new
democracies. Of a world population of perhaps 16 million, some 10 million Roma live in
Europe, and overwhelmingly in the former eastern bloc.

Europe is failing the Havel test. A 2005 Unicef report gives some idea: 84% of Roma in
Bulgaria, 88% in Romania and 91% in Hungary were living below the poverty line. And
in Romania - where the Roma account for as much as a quarter of the population under
18 years old - the already low literacy rate is precipitously dropping, along with school
attendance.

Indeed, since the fall of communism, and despite the injection of many millions of euros,
from national governments and private sources, life for this European population is
significantly harder by all the usual indices of health, education, employment and
housing, and in some places even endangered. And the violence has spread to the
west, as the attacks on Roma families in Northern Ireland clearly demonstrated.

Arson by mob was a Romanian trademark 15 years ago. In the Czech Republic, instead
of clearing out the Gypsy communities, local government built a wall around some of
them - while Czech skinheads were easily the most determined perpetrators of serious
civilian violence in Europe.



Italy is the scene of more recent mob action - for example, outside Naples, where a
large settlement was razed. There have also been alarming responses from Italy's
government, including the serious, if ultimately doomed, proposal to fingerprint all Roma
under 14.

In European elections this month, far-right parties, campaigning on anti-Roma
platforms, made unprecedented gains in Hungary, Bulgaria and Slovakia, whose Slovak
National party gained its first seat in the European parliament.

Almost 700 Roma remain at the Kosovo camps - following unnatural deaths,
miscarriages and the births of scores of children with irreversible brain damage. More
than half the residents of the camps are under 10 years old and everyone born in them
is brain-damaged. Since 2007 the UN mission in Kosovo has discontinued medical
treatment for the poisoning, along with systematic blood testing, while weekly
distributions of milk and fruit and vegetables have also ceased - though with local
vegetables registering lead levels at 176 times the safety mark, they may be better off
without them.

The biblical suffering of Roma has for centuries been met by biblical indifference.
Because one minority in the heart of Europe is demonstrably the victim of this crime it is
impossible to dismiss the effects of racism. A parallel might be found in the long and
disgraceful history of coerced sterilisation of Roma women in Hungary, the Czech
Republic, and especially Slovakia.

This is no longer state policy, as it was under the Czechoslovak communists. It is
nevertheless hard to feel anything other than unease about the "consent" for such
operations - usually performed during birth - which continue to be extracted from very
young women, from illiterate women, and sometimes from women actually in labour.

The lead poisoning case is worse in one important particular. The UN created the
camps, and the UN, along with the Kosovo authorities, bears legal responsibility for
these people. It is a responsibility they all in their various departments continue to flout,
despite the urging of many outspoken well-wishers. These include European MPs,
Roma and human rights activists, environmental engineers, lawyers, journalists, the US
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, the Danish Refugee Council, Mercy Corps,
Norwegian Church Aid, the World Health Organisation, and at least one baroness.

Recriminations and rumours swirl around this sad saga: the Roma were poisoned not
by the mines or the giant slag heaps, but instead by their habit of smelting car batteries
- stolen ones, naturally. The Roma have also been accused of rejecting offers of



housing outside the camps. This is true, and understandable, as the proposed
alternatives were either in the contamination zone as well, or else prohibitively far from
any source of employment, welfare or education.

The talk is about as toxic as the site itself. Only one fact remains undisputed: the Roma
are still there.

» Kosovo: Poisoned by Lead, Rights Abused in Mitrovica's Roma Camps, is published
by Human Rights Watch on 24 June.

* Isabel Fonseca is the author of Bury Me Standing: The Gypsies and their Journey.

Ethnic minority communities struggle to break a cycle of poverty in Kosovo

© UNICEF video
UNICEF supports education programmes in Kosovo designed to encourage
impoverished ethnic minority families to enrol and keep their children in school.

By Peter George

http://www.unicef.org/qgirlseducation/index 50107.html

PRISTINA, 29 June 2009 — In a desolate corner on the outskirts of Pristina, Kosovo, two
men sit on the bare ground, mending a bicycle that is a lifeline for their families.

Without their bicycles they could not earn the money they need to keep their large
families alive. And what they earn is little enough because their days are spent sifting
through the city’s garbage for what others throw away.

VIDEO: Watch now

“‘We work in the garbage containers, collecting tin cans, copper, scrap metal, aluminium,
whatever we can find,” Besnik Hasanik says with a sad, gap-toothed smile. “Sometimes
| can’t find anything because I'm not the only one who's looking,” he adds.

A marginalized life

Mr. Hasanik is one of at least 30,000 people who identify themselves as belonging to
the Roma, Ashkali or Egyptian ethnic groups — Kosovo’s most impoverished


http://www.unicef.org/girlseducation/index_50107.html

communities. They live on the fringes of society, often without the identity papers that
would entitle them to the benefits available to other citizens: social welfare,
unemployment, even schooling.

In the cramped family compound where Mr. Hasanik and his brother support an
extended family of 19 in three small shacks, an oven built against one wall belches
black smoke as the family’s bread is baked. The fire is being fed with old shoes and
sneakers that Besnik and his brother have found in garbage containers that line the
streets of Pristina outside its many apartment blocks.

When half a dozen toddlers sit down to lunch on the ground, they dip the home-baked
bread in ketchup that has been scraped from the bottom of containers discarded by
wealthier citizens.

“‘What can | say?” says Mr. Hasanik. “The living is bad. We all know it does have a [bad]
impact on our health and we may get illnesses and diseases. But without having any
other means to buy food, it's our only option.”

Lack of documentation

As Kosovo rebuilds after years of conflict that led to a declaration of independence from
Serbia, too many members of these marginalized communities do not know how to go
about getting the birth certificates and citizenship papers they need.

“The problems are many because if the children aren’t registered, they can’t go to
school. And within a few years those children will grow up, get married, establish their
own families — and then they won’t have documents for their children, who can’t be
registered either,” says social worker Barjam Marolli.

The acting head of UNICEF in Kosovo, Tania Goldner, calls it a “vicious circle of
poverty.”

Hope for the future

Many Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians in Kosovo understand that better education will
break the cycle. A number of community organizations, some supported by UNICEF,
have been set up to encourage parents to send their children to school and support
them once they are enrolled.



© UNICEF video

Besnik Hasanik with the youngest of the 19 people he helps to support by trolling
Pristina’s garbage bins. Some 30,000 people live in the city’s ethnic ghettos, where
unemployment is nearly universal.

“Most of them are aware, but the ones who live in extreme poverty are simply not aware
of how important education is,” says Ridvan Gashi, a Roma and volunteer at one
community centre that helps children with their homework.

“Those who are unaware just want to go out looking for a job,” adds Mr. Gashi. “They
beg in Pristina. They collect cans. They don’t think about education. Their main concern
is eating, and when you don’t have enough to eat, you don’t think much about
education.”

Thousands left behind

Mr. Hasanik is amongst those who are focused mainly on survival. He knows his
children should go to school but he says he cannot afford the books they would need.

His greatest fear is that the authorities are planning to ban scavengers from the city’s
waste bins, as has been rumoured. If that happened, what little hope he has for the

future would evaporate.

“‘What is there to hope for?” he asks, wiping his face in despair. “I have nothing to hope
for — not for me, not for my children.”

It is an urgent problem, because tens of thousands are being left behind in Kosovo, and
their despair is growing.

Gypsy families in Kosovo on toxic land

Sunday, May 3, 2009
Malcolm Garcia

http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/may/03/gypsy-families-kosovo-abandoned-toxic-
land/

NORTH MITROVICA, Kosovo - No one seems to care about the gypsies.


http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/may/03/gypsy-families-kosovo-abandoned-toxic-land/
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/may/03/gypsy-families-kosovo-abandoned-toxic-land/

Displaced by conflict and stranded by bureaucratic inertia, dozens of gypsy families
remain on toxic land 10 years after they were relocated there by the United Nations
after the Kosovo war.

Lead blackens the children's teeth, blanks out memories and stunts growth. Other
symptoms of lead poisoning include aggressive behavior, nervousness, dizziness,
vomiting and high fever. The children swing between bursts of nervous hyperactivity
and fainting spells. Some have epileptic fits.

The two resettlement camps € the Osterrode and Chesmin Lug € were established by

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 1999 for gypsies, or
Roma, as they are more commonly known in Europe. A traditionally nomadic people,
the Roma share a common heritage that sets them apart as an ethnic group, with their
largest populations in Central and Eastern Europe.

The camps, near a closed mining and smelting complex that includes a slag heap of
100 million tons of toxic materials, were intended as a temporary measure after a
neighborhood that had been home to 9,000 gypsies was destroyed by ethnic Albanians
as Serb security forces pulled out of the area in the final days of the Kosovo conflict in
June 1999.

The neighborhood was on the southern shore of the Ibar River, which separates Serb-
dominated northern Mitrovica from a southern, Albanian-dominated part.

The Albanians, furious at what they called atrocities by the Serbs during the war,
accused the Roma of collaborating with the Serb army. The Roma say they hardly were
in a position to do anything but struggle for their own survival and that the Albanians
used them as a scapegoat.

Whatever the truth behind the accusations and denials, moving Roma families next to a
slag heap of toxic materials including lead, zinc, arsenic and other metals has made
dozens of families suffer severe health problems and spawned a generation of brain-
damaged children.

When the World Health Organization tested the camp residents' blood for lead in 2004,
the readings for 90 percent of the children were off the scale, higher than the medical
equipment was capable of measuring. The measurements from the camps were much
higher than in the surrounding population and at levels that exceeded any region WHO
had previously studied. Twelve children had exceptionally high blood lead levels,
greater than 45 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood, more than four times the
amount that causes brain damage.

Such children fall into the category of "acute medical emergency" and require
immediate hospitalization. Instead, the Roma children have remained in the camps,
ingesting lead through the air, the dirt they play in and through their clothes dusted with



lead tailings while drying on laundry lines. Even before their birth, lead enters them as
they grow inside their mothers' wombs from the water they drink.

'‘Conceived in lead'

"They are conceived in lead," said Paul Polansky, head of mission for the Society for
Threatened Peoples International. The Switzerland-based organization is dedicated to
publicizing the plight of people who are menaced by such threats but have few
prominent advocates.

"They have to be immediately evacuated from the camps and medically treated. The
only hope is to get them abroad," he said.

One reason the situation has become so dire is that the Roma are not considered
refugees by the U.N. but rather "internally displaced people."” That means they do not fit
U.N. criteria for financing their resettlement abroad.

Even if the Roma were classified as refugees, it would be difficult to find countries to
accept them, Mr. Polansky said. "So far, no country has come forward to offer
assistance," he said.

Like HIV/AIDS, lead attacks the immune system and can be fatal, though death from
lead poisoning is difficult to determine. Most of those who have fallen ill in the camps
have been treated in Serbian hospitals, and human rights groups have had difficulty
getting their medical records.

According to internationally accepted benchmarks drawn up by the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 10 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood causes the
beginning of brain damage.

"My children get sick often," said Muzafera Seljimi, sitting on a bench in Osterrode
where she lives with her husband and four children. The left front tooth of her 4-year-old
daughter was almost entirely covered by lead emerging from her gum.

"How can | treat her as long as we live in these conditions?" Mrs. Seljimi said.

Thomas Hammarberg, European Commissioner for Human Rights, called the camps a
"tragedy." "The Roma are victimized by lead," he said. "It is sad the international
community has not found a solution 10 years later. It is the single most major
environmental disaster in Europe.”

Signs of war

Kosovo has been administered by the United Nations since June 1999, as the war
ended after a six-week NATO bombing campaign on the troops of President Slobodan
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Milosevic. The war was aimed at halting Belgrade's repression of the majority ethnic
Albanian population in Kosovo.

A decade later, it is hard to see the signs of a war that killed at least 1,500 civilians and
resulted in the Roma's plight. On a recent afternoon, university students walked down
the street singing to tunes on their iPods. Restaurants and Internet cafes bustled with
business and cars clogged the narrow, well-lit streets.

But anger from the war and the ethnic animosities that still haunt the Balkans are
apparent. Graffiti sprayed in thick red paint across the walls of old communist-era cinder
block apartment complexes castigate the U.N. presence. Vendors sell postcards with a
black slash through "U.N." and T-shirts with a sodomized Mickey Mouse dismissing the
West with vulgarities. Other T-shirts promise that the Serb army "will be back."” The
ongoing rivalry in this city divided between Serbs and Albanians has bred a paranoia
and distrust of anybody from outside either group, making it possible for the Roma to be
sidelined into the toxic camps.

"Gypsies," Mr. Polansky said, "are not the flavor of the month in any country.”
Memory lapses

Hajrizi Rodna, 53, an Osterrode camp schoolteacher, holds classes in an aluminum
shed built by UNHCR. Pencil drawings decorated the walls on a recent morning, and a
poster beside a green chalkboard listed letters in the English alphabet.

"A lot of them have bad memories," she said. "When | dictate something, some of them
only write a few words and stop. They are confused and look lost." The Jahirovic family
has lived near the school since 2004 in two rooms of what used to be a French army
barracks. The pink walls reflected the afternoon light coming through the open windows
along with the sounds of women scrubbing carpets and children stomping in the
resulting puddles.

Feruz Jahirovic, 44, a father of four children, took little comfort in their laughter.

"My son is sick," he said. "All of my children have high levels of lead." He displayed
medical documents from the Institute of Public Health in Mitrovica that indicated his 9-
year-old son's blood lead level was 43.7 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood, more
than four times the amount that causes brain damage.

"He has pains in his bones like rheumatism,” Mr. Jahirovic said. "He has stomach pains
and headaches. He can not walk well and his memory is weak. | am their father. | see
these things.” The family has taken harsh measures to prevent the spread of lead
poisoning in more children. Mr. Jahirovic's wife, Flanza, said she deliberately caused
herself to have six miscarriages.
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"My child is an example of why | should not have any more children," she said as her
husband nodded in agreement. "I am sorry for the lost babies, but | do not want any
more children born with poison.” In Chesmin Lug, Muhamud Smajliji also worried about
the health of his family. His home, a squat shack pieced together from scrap wood,
lacked basic sanitation. Plastic sheeting served for windows below which a trash fire
burned. A jogging trail built by the U.N. for the Roma twisted and turned downhill from
his shack in the shadows of the slag heap.

"I know well what lead is," Mr. Smaijliji, 29, said, "and what lead does." Mr. Smajliji's 10-
year-old son has a lead blood level of more than 65 micrograms of lead per deciliter of
blood, more than six times the amount that causes brain damage.

"He is slow growing," Mr. Smaijliji said of his son. "For the moment, his memory is OK.
All my children are nervous. My daughter once had a high fever and fainted three
times."

Critics accuse U.N. of 'genocide’

Between 2005 and 2008, Zoran Savich, a pediatrician with the Health Center of Kosovo
Mitrovica, saw more than 300 patients in Osterrode and Chesmin Lug.

In that time, he said, 77 people died of lead poisoning, many of them children.

"l treated as many as | could but they were living in the same conditions and absorbing
lead,"” Dr. Savich said. "When the treatments stopped, their levels went back up. It was
useless."

Critics of the United Nations say the international organization knowingly put the Roma
on toxic land. Mr. Polansky has gone so far as to accuse the U.N. of "genocide.” It is an
accusation that Francesco Ardisson, senior protection officer of the office of Chief of
Mission for the UNHCR in Pristina, dismissed as "an exaggeration."

"In 1999, we had to respond to an emergency and found the camps as a temporary
facility,” Mr. Ardisson said. "Unfortunately, we have been unable to find an alternative
site because neither the Albanians nor the Serbs want them."

The Roma have grown impatient with excuses. On April 9, a date recognized as
International Roma Day, Roma in the Chesmin Lug and Osterrode camps held a silent
protest by holding candles and signs that read, "Save Us." On the same day, four
leading European human rights bodies, the European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe's (OSCE) Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights, and the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities expressed
"deep concern about the continuing discriminatory treatment and exclusion of the
Roma." Even within the U.N., questions have been raised about its handling of the
Roma.
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"The U.N. put the Roma in the camps even though the U.N. knew the place was
poisoned,"” said llija Elezovic, the health department director for the U.N. Mission in
Kosovo, northern Mitrovica. "The place where the camps are, the U.N. had a plan to
build a fence around it and say, 'danger.’ But they didn't do that. Instead, they put the
Roma there." Mr. Elezovic said his own blood lead level was 16 micrograms of lead per
deciliter of blood.

"Everyone is poisoned here," he said, "especially the Roma." Mercy Corps, an American
aid organization, has budgeted $2.4 million to resettle 50 Roma families € about 250

people € this year in either north or south Mitrovica away from the contaminated sites.

Most of the budget would be applied to new housing although treatment for lead
poisoning is also included, said Catherine Rothenberger, a Mercy Corps administrator in
Kosovo. She said more families would be moved if donors see resettlement programs
succeed. That means that in the meantime, many families will be left in the camps.

"Resources are not an issue but a clear plan is," Ms. Rothenberger said. "Donors are
reluctant to invest unless it results in productive resettlement.” Some Roma who have
been resettled by other international aid organizations face other dangers.

"I have seen many times Albanians beating up Roma here," said Gushani Bekim, 24,
who with his wife and three children was resettled in a newly built apartment in the
Albanian stronghold of south Mitrovica. "I need work, but it is not safe to work here." As
government and aid organizations debate what to do, the Roma continue to wait.

"l get nervous, start to shake, and it takes long time to calm down," said Mr. Smaijliji,
speaking of his own health problems. "While we wait for someone to do something, |
feel myself losing power. | am losing concentration. | feel like collapsing."”

Home is a stinking rubbish tip for Kosovo's forgotten refugees

Konik is the largest refugee camp in the Balkans but outside of Montenegro few people
know of its existence. Ahead of World Refugee Day tomorrow, more than 2,000 Roma
remain trapped amid its stench and squalor

Phoebe Greenwood

Friday 19 June 2009

http://www.qguardian.co.uk/society/2009/jun/19/konik-roma-refugee-camp-montenegro
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The Roma town has grown out of a neighbouring rubbish dump. Photograph: Phoebe
Greenwood/Save the Children

A fire destroyed part of the Roma refugee camp outside Montenegro's capital city,
Podgorica, three weeks ago. It started at 6am and within an hour 18 wooden huts,
home to 124 people, were reduced to smouldering heaps of tin, carpet and foam
insulation — a smoking scar in the centre of this small slum city.

The camp was just waking when the blaze began, apparently caused by faulty wiring.
Families inside the burning buildings had just enough time to grab their children and
run. Everything else, including deeds to land back in Kosovo and ID documents, was
left to the flames.

This latest blaze was comparatively small. A similar fire a few months ago started during
the night and killed two small children trapped in the chicken coop where they had been
sleeping.

The families who lost their homes now live in tents provided by UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, or have moved into the already overcrowded homes of relatives. Local
authorities have cleared the rubble but the families have been given no hope that new
buildings will go up. There is a grim acceptance in the faces of those steeling
themselves to rebuild their lives out of nothing, again.

Konik is the largest refugee camp in the Balkans but few outside of Montenegro know it
exists. More than 2,000 Roma live here after fleeing the violence in Kosovo 11 years
ago with little more than the clothes they were wearing. These are refugees from a
conflict most of the world assumes was resolved years ago. Konik is a forgotten crisis.

The refugee community live in makeshift shacks built from scraps of wood, tin and
rubbish. The Montenegran government put the Roma camp next to the country's largest
rubbish dump and over the past decade a small town has grown out of its waste.

A girl clutches a doll, most likely rescued from the dump. Photograph: Phoebe
Greenwood/Save the Children

Children play among Montenegro's rubbish, broken glass, scraps of metal and old
clothes. In the midday heat, few are wearing clothes. None are wearing shoes.

From her home on the edge of the camp, Seryama, a 37-year-old mother of five, says

that her three—year-old daughter, Turkeiyama, isn't playing because she is sick. Pointing
to the red welts on her arm and thumb, she said that her child had been bitten by rats. "I
was outside washing and they bit her when she was asleep. We have a lot of rats here."
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Seryama, like most of the refugees in Konik, has lived in the camp since leaving
Kosovo. Her children were all born here. For the past seven years she has lived with
her family in one of the wooden huts. They are better than the tents they used to live in,
she says, but not much.

"The houses flood whenever it rains. The rain comes in through holes in the roof and
water from the toilets is washed in under the walls. It comes up to my shins. We sleep
on the floor and the carpet is always wet with that toilet water."

Fires are commonplace throughout the camp and are often not well contained.
Photograph: Phoebe Greenwood/Save the Children

A small communal building has a water supply and a few toilets, but the water pressure
is weak and there is not enough to go around. Many of the children don't bother with the
toilets but relieve themselves in the rubbish where they play. In the June heat, the
stench is suffocating.

Few of the children go to school. Of 1,300 students at the local primary, 270 are Roma.
Save the Children is working to encourage the integration of these Roma children into a
community that by and large does not accept their right to remain in Montenegro. The
school's principal complains that attendance of pupils from the camp is poor and the
drop-out rate is high.

Most say they don't go to school because they get bullied. Seryama'’s seven-year-old
son went for several years but left after getting into a fight with a boy who called him a
Gypsy. He says he was badly beaten and is too scared to go back.

Like all the refugees in Konik, neither Seryama nor her husband are able to work in
Montenegro because they don't have the right documents. Her husband, like many men
in the camp, occasionally makes money by selling metal he finds in the rubbish dump.
The refugees live in makeshift huts which are prone to flooding. Photograph: Phoebe
Greenwood/Save the Children

For those unable to work and not at school, days are passed listening to Albanian folk
music on precariously rigged sound systems, drinking coffee and looking for food.

Like everyone else, Seryama and her family survive on what they can scavenge from
rubbish bins, mostly potatoes and bread. If they sell some metal or Seryama gets some
cleaning work in the houses outside the camp, they buy tomatoes or peppers.

"Some of the people here go to beg but | would rather eat from the rubbish tip than do

that. We want to be able to work but we're not allowed. My children are always hungry
and | have nothing to give them. | am hungry now but | know there is nothing in my
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house," Seryama said.

"l can't live like this any more. | want to leave and take my children away from here but
where can | go?"

Of the 650,000 people living in Montenegro, 20,000 are refugees from the Balkan
conflict. After 11 years, Montenegrin authorities are calling for the 4,000 who are Roma
to leave. But as the international community looks the other way, no one has been able
to tell Seryama where she and her children can go.

Phoebe Greenwood works for Save the Children

Human rights situation of Roma in Kosovo difficult, UNHCR says

19 June 2009 - In an interview with the Austrian newspaper “Die Presse”, the
spokesperson of the UNHCR in Austria, Roland Schénbauer criticised the decision of
the Austrian government to consider the countries of the former Yugoslavia as “safe
third countries”.

Schoénbauer said that it was difficult to understand the decision of the Austrian

government. He pointed out that Roma and other minorities continue to face “difficult
human rights situations” in Kosovo and Serbia.

Kosovo: Act Now to Close Poisoned Camps

Crisis Conditions for Roma Stuck in Lead-Tainted Site for a Decade

(Brussels, June 24, 2009) — The Kosovo authorities need to work with international
donors to close lead-contaminated camps occupied by internally displaced Roma
without delay, relocate their inhabitants, and provide medical treatment for lead
poisoning, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today.

The 68-page report, “Poisoned by Lead: A Health and Human Rights Crisis in
Mitrovica’s Roma Camps,” tells the story of a decade of failure by the UN and others to

provide adequate housing and medical treatment for the Roma, and the devastating
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consequences for the health of those in the camps.

“‘Roma have been stuck in these poisoned camps for a decade,” said Wanda
Troszczynska-van Genderen, Western Balkans researcher at Human Rights Watch.
“‘How long would the UN and Kosovo officials put up with it if their own families were
forced to live in a place like that?”

The Roma district in the northern city of Mitrovica was attacked by ethnic Albanians in
June 1999. By June 24, the district had been looted and burned to the ground, and its
8,000 inhabitants had fled. Many were resettled by the UN in camps in a heavily
contaminated area located near a defunct lead mine. The move was originally intended
to be temporary, yet about 670 Roma still live in camps near the site, with damaging
consequences for their health.

Despite the widely known high levels of toxicity in areas surrounding the defunct Trepca
mine complex (first documented by the UN in 2000), all but one of the Roma camps are
in close proximity to the slagheaps. The other camp is in Leposavic, 45 kilometers to the
northwest. The location of the camps and the poor living conditions within them has
damaged the health of the residents, especially children, who are vulnerable to
extended exposure to lead.

“It is clear that lead contamination has damaged the health of people in the camps,”
said Troszczynska-van Genderen. “Children are especially badly affected, with some
suffering from stunted physical and mental growth.”

Small-scale testing for lead contamination and “chelation therapy" (treatment designed
to remove lead from blood), carried out by doctors and nurses, took place a few times
between 2004 and 2007, focusing on children. The testing and treatment were
coordinated by the United Nations Mission in Kosovo and the World Health
Organization. But no comprehensive testing and treatment has ever been carried out.

In 2007, the UN Mission decided to halt treatment, and testing was discontinued after
the erroneous conclusion (based on the assumption that the Roma would be soon
moved out of the camps) that it was no longer required. Subsequent testing by the north
Mitrovica hospital, requested by camp residents, indicated that some children continued
to have dangerously high levels of lead in their blood. Excessive lead levels in the
human body can cause damage to the nervous and reproductive systems, as well as
kidney failure. Very high lead levels result in coma and death. Lead is particularly
harmful to children, as it can cause irreversible brain damage.
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There was almost no attention to the health emergency in the camps until 2004, when
local and international Roma activists began to raise concerns in the media, and sought
to force action through (ultimately unsuccessful) legal challenges in the Kosovo courts
and at the European Court of Human Rights.

In 2006, after pressure from United Nations human rights bodies and nongovernmental
organizations and critical media coverage, the UN mission closed two of the three most
contaminated camps, Zitkovac and Kablare. Around 450 residents were helped to return
to their homes in Mitrovica, while others were moved to another temporary camp
(Osterode). The new temporary camp, 150 meters away, is heavily exposed to toxins
carried by wind coming from lead slagheaps, but authorities claimed that it was “lead
safer” because its concrete surfaces and running water mitigated the lead
contamination.

The third camp (“Cesmin Lug”) remained, with its inhabitants reluctant to move to the
new temporary camp because it was still in the area of contamination.

Little has been done in the last decade to assist the Roma who remain in the camps to
leave and find permanent homes, either by returning to their former homes in Mitrovica
or elsewhere. Some Roma returned to Mitrovica in 2007 when two camps closed, but
found they did not have access to jobs or to Kosovo welfare assistance there, and
therefore had no means of support.

In May 2008, as the UN mission prepared to downsize its presence in Kosovo, it
handed over management of the remaining camps to the Kosovo Ministry of
Communities and Returns, which has no strategy to tackle the crisis. In addition, the
camps are located in a municipality under the control of ethnic Serbs, who do not accept
the jurisdictions of the new Kosovo government, led by ethnic Albanians.

The Kosovo authorities recently established a coordination group, led by the prime
minister’s office and including the US and European Commission, to develop a plan to
tackle the crisis. But much more work, including greater financial and political support
from major donors and a stronger focus on medical testing and treatment, will be
required to turn the idea into reality.

“After 10 years, it's about time we had some momentum to solve this problem,” said
Troszczynska-van Genderen. “lIt is vital that the US and EU work with the authorities in

Kosovo, including in Serb-controlled municipalities, to solve the crisis.”

Human Rights Watch recommends that the Kosovo authorities and international donors
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act to organize a long-term solution including:
The urgent medical evacuation of current camp residents to acceptable
temporary housing;
The permanent closure of the remaining camps;
Urgent treatment for lead contamination for all current and former residents;
A long-term housing solution based on the wishes of the residents; and
Access to welfare, medical treatment, education, and employment.

To read the Human Rights Watch report, “Poisoned by Lead: A Health and Human
Rights Crisis in Mitrovica’s Roma Camps,” please visit:
http://www.hrw.org/node/83942

Kosovo driving out non-Serb minorities - report

May 27, 2009
By Fatos Bytyci

http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-39911420090527

PRISTINA (Reuters) - Lack of will among Kosovo's ethnic Albanian leadership to ensure
minority rights has driven out many Bosniaks, Turks, Roma and other non-Serb
minorities, a report issued on Wednesday said.

The Albanian majority declared independence in February last year, nine years after
NATO carried out a 78-day bombing campaign to drive Serb forces out of Kosovo.

Since then, ethnic divisions between two million Albanians and 120,000 Serbs who
remained in the country have deepened, with 14,000 NATO peacekeepers and a 2,000-
strong European Union mission overseeing a fragile peace.

The report issued by Minority Rights Group International (MGI) said that Bosniaks,
Croats, Gorani, Roma, Ashkali Egyptians, and Turks who make up 5 percent of the
population are facing discrimination and many of them have left the country since then.

"There is a lack of political will and substantive investment in effective implementation of
minority rights among majority Albanians," it said. "Together with a bad economy, these
conditions mean that many members of minority communities are now leaving the new
Kosovo state altogether.”
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The report said that the poor treatment of minorities was due to a perception that they
had been allies of, or did little to oppose, the former Serb regime in the 1990s.

Serbian strongman Slobodan Milosevic was indicted by the United Nations war crimes
tribunal for killing ethnic Albanians in Kosovo, but died before his trial in The Hague was
completed.

Non-Serb minorities in Kosovo have criticised the international community for paying too
much attention to Albanian-Serb relations and ignoring other groups.

"The priority for the international community should be to ensure that there is some kind
of international human rights mechanism to which minorities in Kosovo can turn,” Mark
Lattimer, MGI director, said in an interview.

The rights group said ensuring the protection of minorities would help Kosovo on the
path to the European Union.

Kosovo is the only country in the Western Balkans with no clear prospect of joining the
bloc, as some member states including Spain and Greece have not recognised it.
Serbia still regards Kosovo as part of its historic heartland, and has asked the
International Court of Justice in The Hague to rule on the legality of its secession.

Kosovo Expels Roma Child Beggars

Pristina

09 February 2009

Kosovo's police detained some 40 Roma children for begging on the streets of Pristina
at the weekend and sent them back to Albania, officials said.

Thousands of Roma, including children and teenagers, have moved from Albania to
Kosovo since the end of the 1998-99 war, many eking out a living on the streets of
Pristina through begging, selling cigarettes, chewing gum and peanuts, or washing car
windows at traffic lights.

Albanian officials told local media that Roma from the cities of Fieri, Fushe-kruja,

Elbasani, Tirana, Berati and Shokdra first travel to industrial areas of Kukes to beg,
using the city as a pit-stop to get to Pristina.
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Fatos Ahmati, a border official at the Morin-Vermice crossing point where the transfer
was made, said that the 40 children were between the ages of
7-15, and had been detained after suspicious activity and drug dealing.

Many did not possess any identification or documents at all, since most Roma cross into
Kosovo through fields, not official border posts.

Reporting by Shega A'Mula

Kosovo urged to re-house Roma, away from lead mine

June 24, 2009
By Fatos Bytyci

http://www.reuters.com/article/homepageCrisis/idUSLO658957. CH .2400

MITROVICA, Kosovo, June 24 (Reuters) - A human rights group urged Kosovo
authorities on Wednesday to resettle some 700 Roma people living near the country's
largest lead and zinc mine, saying pollution from it was stunting some children's growth.

Some 8,000 Roma whose houses were destroyed during the 1998-99 Kosovo war
found temporary refuge in Cesmin Lug Camp outside Trepca mine, in the outskirts of
the ethnically divided town of Mitrovica.

Most have left in search of jobs and a brighter future, but 700 remain near a vast
complex of lead, zinc and silver mining that until the 1990s was a font of Yugoslav
export revenue and employed 23,000 people.

In a report, U.S.-based Human Rights Watch said that blood samples taken from
children living in the camp showed "unacceptably high lead levels."

"Excessive lead levels in the human body can cause damage to the nervous and
reproductive systems and kidney failure. Very high lead levels lead to coma and death,"

the report said.

"Children are especially badly affected, with some suffering from stunted physical and
mental growth."
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In the past two years around 70 Roma families were resettled from camps and moved
to new houses built in the Albanian-dominated part of Mitrovica with money provided by
Kosovo authorities and international donors.

"We have done a lot in the past year," said Ismail Smakiqgi deputy mayor in the Albanian
part of Mitrovica. "We are just waiting for the donors to help us and build more houses."

Kosovo is still recovering from the 1998-99 war with Yugoslavia, in which NATO
intervened in its support with several months of bombing raids to halt the killing of ethnic
Albanian civilians. Kosovo's two-million-strong Albanian majority declared indepndence
from Serbia last year.

The global financial crisis and constant tensions between ethnic Albanians and Serbs
have clouded the climate for investment in the economy, which officials say needs
double-digit growth to make inroads into Kosovo's 45 percent unemployment rate.
Latif Masurica and his five children are among those Roma still living near the Trepca
mine in the camp set up by the United Nations administration after NATO bombing
ended.

"Everyone asks me how do | see the future? | don't see a future,” he said.

Additional reporting by Branislav Krstic. Editing by Ivana Sekularac and Mark Trevelyan

Letter to Dr. Bernard Kouchner

Gottingen/London/Bern/Prishting, April 2009
Dr Bernard Kouchner

Minister of Foreign and European Affairs
37, quai d’Orsay

75351 Paris Cedex 07

France

Dear Dr Kouchner,
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We are extremely anxious concerning the threat currently posed to the health and lives
of 560 Roma and Ashkali refugees in Kosovo and we therefore wish to remind you of
promises that were made by you in 1999. Back then you gave your assurance, as
Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and Director of
the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), that the camps housing these refugees
would be evacuated within 45 days. In spite of these promises the two camps of Cesmin
Lug/Cesmin Llug and Osterode, constructed on land severely contaminated by residues
from a former lead smelting works in North Mitrovicé/Mitrovica, have been left to
become a death-trap for the 560 Roma and Ashkali still living there.

Medical tests have revealed average lead concentrations in the blood of the camp
occupants of 30-40 micrograms/decilitre. Levels of 10 micrograms/decilitre give rise to
permanent organ damage, in the brain in particular. Children experience convulsive fits,
suffer from impaired concentration and mental retardation and become comatose.
Women experience miscarriages. 83 individuals have died in the camps since 1999;
numerous toxicologists and other experts consider that these deaths may be attributed
to severe environmental contamination and high soil and atmospheric concentrations of
lead.

These refugees were specifically entrusted to your care and that of the United Nations,
and so were the French and Danish KFOR troops stationed for several months at the
site on which the camps stand. In 2006, following tests that found elevated levels of
lead in the soldiers' blood, they were hastily redeployed. They were advised to avoid
trying to have children for a subsequent period of nine months. The Roma and Ashkali
on the other hand have been forced to remain where they are, despite the advice of UN
doctors and the World Health Organisation that the camps should be evacuated as a
matter of urgency.

We are now calling on you to act immediately to organise the evacuation of these toxic
camps. The Roma and Ashkali - among them more than 200 children — enjoy, like us,
the right like to physical integrity. They require intensive lead detoxification treatment.
France should set the example by accepting a contingent of these refugees rapidly and
without any bureaucratic hindrance.

We would remind you that Sinti and Roma accounted for as many as 500,000 of the
victims of the Holocaust. That imposes a special responsibility on us for these racially
persecuted European minorities. The homes of the Roma and Ashkali that were
destroyed by Albanian extremists under the watching eyes of the KFOR protection force
must be rebuilt. Roma and Ashkali refugees who are too afraid to return must be
guaranteed the right to long-term residency in their European countries of refuge.
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Thanks to initiatives promoted by you - Secours médical francais (SMF), Médecins sans
Frontieres (MSF) and Médecins du Monde (MDM) - the lives of tens of thousands of
people in hopeless situations around the world have been saved. Given your intimate
acquaintance with the circumstances that have left a small group of extremely
vulnerable people in this life-threatening situation and your impressive record in past
humanitarian emergencies, we are confident that if there is any individual capable of
mobilising the international support needed to save these condemned refugee children
it is you. We know and respect you as a man of action and a man whose actions save
lives. The residents of the Mitrovica camps are bitter, angry and desperately afraid for
the lives of their children. Do not let us down.

My sincere thanks for your attentive consideration.

Tilman Zlch

No conditions for refugee returns to Kosovo, Romano Them says

9 February 2009 — On the occasion of the second international round-table on the
integration of Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians in Kosovo, organised by the Project on
Ethnic Relations (PER), in co-operation with the OSCE/ODHIR CPRSI, Romano Them
called on the governments of the host countries to refrain from forced repatriations of
Roma to Kosovo. "In ten years, the international community has done hardly anything to
protect the rights of Roma in Kosovo," the organisation said. "Those who have
remained there live under miserable conditions and are afraid to leave their immediate
surrounding. Forcibly returning Roma to Kosovo will just create further misery and
human suffering."

The organisation, which recently visited Kosovo in the context of a health assessment
conducted by the WHO in order to assess the condition of the inhabitants of the IDP
camps in Kosovoska Mitrovica, received several reports about cases of violence and
intimidation against Roma which seem to go unreported. Cases included harassment,
destruction of property and rape. The organisation had the occasion to visit several IDP

families in Leposavi€ who have been accommodated in a former army hangar where
they are exposed to unhealthy living conditions resulting in chronic diseases and stress.

“From our visit it has become clear, that there are no conditions for the return of Roma.
Many people told us that they see their exit only in a resettlement to a third country. The
lack of adequate conditions was confirmed to us by several representatives of the
international community who asked us to lobby against forced returns,” Romano Them
said. The organisation also pointed out at its criticism of the Kosovo constitution and the
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laws which were adopted in its aftermath which confine Roma to the status of third class
citizens.

"Return to the country of origin is a right," the organisation said. "It is enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and included in the UN Security Council
Resolution 1244 (1999)." Romano Them therefore called on the international community
to put pressure on the local authorities to create the conditions for the safe and
sustainable return of Roma. But the organisation also reminded, that there is no
obligation for the refugees to return to their place of origin, especially if a person fears to
become victim of acts of reprisal.

The organisation criticised the organisers of the roundtable for organising the meeting
in Pristina and choosing a government building as a place of venue. "Doing so, they
have contradicted their statement of alleged neutrality on the issue of returns,"” the
organisation said. "Indeed, now the focus shifts towards the local conditions and the
implementation of the strategy for the integration of Roma, whereas their integration in
the host countries is neglected."”

Two weeks before the conference, Romano Them addressed a letter to the director of
the Project on Ethnic Relations, Ms. Livia Plaks, in which it underlined its concerns
regarding the choice of the location, making a participation of the Diaspora impossible.
Romano Them feels that the approach of the Project on Ethnic Relations is clearly
biased, belying its stated intention to include the primary concerned in the discussion
about their future.

The organisation reiterated its call to the OSCE to support the creation of a forum
bringing together the representatives of the refugee community, including the IDPs in
Kosovo and in Serbia, in order to enable them to articulate their views in a more neutral
framework and to provide them with the means to address pending issues such as
property returns and compensation for the prejudice suffered.

In view of the forthcoming negotiations regarding the signature of bilateral readmission
agreements, Romano Them called on the governments of the host countries to stick to
the UNHCR position on international protection needs of individuals from Kosovo. It
called on the international organisations, in particular, EULEX and the OSCE, to
carefully monitor the situation on the ground and investigate and report any cases of
alleged human rights violations against Roma.

Roma families in Kosovo have had to live in lead contaminated camps for a
decade

Human Rights Watch has called on Kosovo’s authorities to shut down lead-
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contaminated camps that have housed Roma families since 1999.

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4432025,00.html

27/06/2009 - Around 700 Roma live in the camps — they were resettled there after the
war in Kosovo a decade ago. The camps are situated near a disused lead mine and the
Roma — patrticularly children - are showing high levels of lead contamination. The high
level of toxicity in the area was identified by the United Nations back in 2000. So why
haven’t the Roma families been relocated? Wanda Troszczynska-van Genderen is with
Human Rights Watch and told Helen Seeney more.

Roma in Kosovo "abused, driven out, poisoned"

22 June 2009
Source: Tanjug

LONDON -- A British daily has published parts of a new Human Rights Watch (HRW)
report on the difficult position of the Roma minority in Kosovo.

The Observer says that the report, it dubbed "shocking"”, which is due to be published
soon, deals with "an institutionalized crime against the Roma people".

"It documents an ongoing scandal" at Kosovska Mitrovica, "which began 10 years ago
in the wake of the looting and burning to the ground" of the entire Roma settlement
known as the Roma Mabhalla".

"This was once a vibrant home to some 8,000 people, most of them Muslims. But the
inhabitants fled, fearing attacks by ethnic Albanians who saw the Roma as

‘collaborators' with the Serbs," the daily writes.

Only about a tenth of a prewar population of 200,000 Roma remain in Kosovo, the BBC
also quotes the report.

Now, the Roma of Kosovska Mitrovica are housed in makeshift camps, "with the
exception of one installed in an old Yugoslav army barracks".

These camps are situated "by the dams of an old lead mine, beside a three-storey-high
'black mountain', or toxic slag heap, 'at the epicenter of contamination’, according to
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Wanda Troszczynska Van Genderen, a researcher with Human Rights Watch (HRW)
and author of the report,” the article continues.

The defunct TrepCa mine complex "constitutes an entire region long known for its
toxicity and therefore being unsuitable even for temporary use, let alone a decade of
inactivity and neglect".

Almost 700 Roma remain at the Kosovo camps, following unnatural deaths,
miscarriages and the births of scores of children with irreversible brain damage, writes
the Observer, and reminds that in 2004 human rights activists started to protest about
the deteriorating health of the Roma residents, "and particularly the youngest residents,
who absorb lead more easily".

"They reported children with black or bleeding gums, headaches, stunted growth, high
blood pressure, epilepsy, constant diarrhea, vomiting, disorientation, convulsions,

extreme nervousness and 'hysteria’.

"The UN created the camps, and the UN, along with the Kosovo authorities, bears legal
responsibility for these people,"” the article concludes.

Spokesman of the Kosovo Government: The IMG report is factually not accurate

Kosovo cannot improve its economy over night since it was destroyed for the last 25
years and therefore the economic hardship is a collective difficulty for all Kosovo
citizens. Regardless of many setbacks Kosovo has engaged in promoting community
rights and it will continue to do so. The IMG report is factually not accurate and it does
not reflect the numerous efforts of the Kosovo institutions to address the needs of
minority communities.

May 27 (Kosovo Times) - The Minority Rights Group International (MGI) yesterday
published a report about the situation of non Serb minorities in Kosovo. In this report
MGI claims that Bosniaks, Croats, Gorani, Roma, Ashkali Egyptians, and Turks who
make up 5 percent of the population are facing discrimination and many of them have
left the country. The report claims that this trend is created after the declaration of
independence.

The Kosovo public was caught by surprise with this report considering that in the last

months Kosovo has engaged extensively in promoting the rights of non Serb minorities
since the representatives of these ethnic groups have often complained that the
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attention of the Kosovo institutions and of the International Community is focused only
on Kosovo Serbs and not in the other communities as well.

A senior Government official with the Kosovo Ministry of Communities and Returns,
who did not want to be named, said for "The Kosovo Times" that

they are quite surprised with this report considering that the report comes at a time
when Kosovo successfully completed several important projects aimed at advancing the
position of non Serb minorities;

a.. Kosovo has adopted a very advanced Constitution which gives outmost priority
to the rights of minority communities.

b.. Kosovo has successfully launched the Municipality of Mamusha, governed
locally by Kosovo Turks, and is continually investing in its infrastructure.

c.. University of Prishtina is starting special studies in the Bosnian language and is
working closely with the University of Sarajevo to further advance the higher education
of Kosovo Bosniaks.

d.. RTK plans to dedicate the second channel only to minorities.

e.. Kosovo has expressed willingness to integrate in the "Decade of Roma
Inclusion”,

f.. Kosovo has allocated special funds in addressing the housing problem of
Roma's

g.. Minority languages are by law guaranteed to be in official use,

h.. Minority languages are official languages in the municipalities where these
communities live in significant numbers,

i.. Political representatives of these communities are actively engaged in every
level of decision making starting from the Municipalities and up to the Government and
the Assembly, etc.

Memli Krasniqi, spokesperson of the Government of Kosovo, was cautious in his
comment on the report but also reafiriming the commitment of the Government of
Kosovo to do even more. "Kosovo is a democratic country with equal opportunities for
all of its citizens and with affirmative rights for its minority communities, which are
guaranteed by our modern constitution”, Krasniqgi said. Krasniqi also highlighted the fact
that non Serb minorities are integrated in the Kosovo society and denounced the claims
of the report; "There still is some reluctance on the part of the Kosovo Serb community
to fully integrate in the Kosovo society, but the same doesn't apply for other non-
majority communities, as they are all integrated in the public life and represented in the
government, parliament and other state institutions of the Republic of Kosovo. It is
simply not factually accurate to say that they are leaving Kosovo; to the contrary, even
those who haven't returned so far, are now coming back to Kosovo, as they are taking
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advantage of the affirmative benefits provided to them by our legal framework and our
unwavering commitment to building a multi-ethnic society".

http://www.kosovotimes.net/analysis/297-spokesman-of-the-kosovo-government-the-
img-report-is-factually-not-accurate.html

UNMIK thanks Mitrovica for resettling Romas

15/05/2009

PRISTINA, Kosovo -- UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier on Thursday (May 14th) praised
the work of local authorities in Mitrovica for trying to resettle Roma families in a new
neighbourhood and for closing down their camps in the north. Zannier expressed hope
that this project will attract support from donors. Mitrovica Mayor Bajram Rexhepi
emphasised that the return of internally displaced persons is a humane gesture and that
the municipality is working to create conditions for all to return, irrespective of ethnicity.
The Romas have been living in camps with excessive levels of contamination, which
represent a health threat, particularly to children.

Koha Ditore, Lajm, Express - 15/05/09; Kohavision, KLAN - 14/05/09

http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en GB/newsbriefs/setimes/newsbriefs/2
009/05/15/nb-08
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Montenegro

Montenegro's Roma camp shame

By Phoebe Greenwood in Podgorica, Montenegro
More than 2,000 Roma refugees live in Konik camp just minutes outside the capital of
Montenegro. In a series of special reports, Al Jazeera examines the plight of refugees

across the globe to mark Refugee Day on Saturday, June 20.

http://english.aljazeera.net/news/europe/2009/06/2009617174646135402.html

Elvis has never been to school and he doesn't think he would like to. He will be seven
in August and has lived his entire life in the Konik camp for Roma refugees, a sprawl of
tents and makeshift wooden huts on the outskirts of Podgorica, Montenegro's capital,
next to the country's largest rubbish dump. His family has lived here since they fled the
fighting in Kosovo ten years ago, leaving their homes and all their belongings behind as
they ran for their lives.

Three weeks ago the wooden hut they had lived in for the past ten years burnt to the
ground along with 18 others - leaving 124 people homeless. Fires are frequent in camp
because of bad wiring and the use of open stoves and candles. The family of 13 now
lives in a tent provided by UNHCR, the United Nations refugee agency. The Red Cross
has given them some flour and oil, but they don't have enough food or water. Survival,
rather than Elvis's education, is their current priority.

Elvis doesn't mind his new home as long as he and his best friend, also called Elvis, get
to play with their little toy cars. His family, who have now lost everything they own for a
second time, are frustrated and scared. Elvis' family of 13 live in one tent provided by
the UN His 59-year-old grandmother asked not to be named, afraid the local
Montenegrin community would target her family if she spoke out about their conditions.
So anonymously, she explains: "The conditions we are living in are inhuman. We could
almost accept this life when it was wartime. It's been ten years [now] and we still live
like this, now the government needs to help us."

Elvis's uncle, 31, adds: "My mother and wife beg in town. My brother and father pick
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food from garbage cans. | have no idea how long we will be living in this tent for. Why is
no one helping us?"

Konik is the largest refugee camp in the Balkans. It is home to more than 2,000 Roma
refugees, most of who fled the conflict in Kosovo over a decade ago. Of the 1,300
students at the local primary school, 270 are Roma. Save the Children has been
working in this school since 2002, hoping to integrate students from the camps into the
community through inclusive education projects. It is an uphill struggle.

The mayor of Podgorica recently called for Roma refugees to return to where they came
from. The primary school principal complains that Roma children have poor attendance
and a high drop out rate. Several parents from the local community have withdrawn
their children from classes with high numbers of Roma kids and enrolled them in other
schools.

After ten years, the wider community does not acknowledge the refugee Roma's right to
remain. Refugees are unable to work in Montenegro because they don't have the
correct documentation and many of the children don't go to school because of poverty
and fear of bullying. Takovo says the refugees can't go outside the camp as locals pick
fights with the Roma. Few feel comfortable leaving the confines of the over-crowded
camps so days are spent inside the wire-fenced parameter searching for shade and
listening to the Kosovan folk songs booming from stereos.

In summer, temperatures regularly top 40 degrees celsius and the stench from the piles
of rubbish the children play in is putrid. The camp has a supply of electricity and water
but not enough to go round. For Takovi Aziz, 24, life in Konik is unbearable. "We are
young, we are strong but we can't work. | have no right to work here because | am
Roma and because | am from Kosovo. The conditions are getting worse and worse. |
can't stand it anymore," he says. "We can't go outside of the camp because the locals
here pick fights with us, so we're trapped. The whole of Montenegro must despise us,
why else would they let us live like this?"

Health risks

Most people in Konik make whatever money they can from collecting scrap metal from
the nearby rubbish dump and selling it on for money. Skender, 30, earns $280 a month
doing this, but it's not enough. "My children are hungry and | can't give them any food,"
he says.

'We just sit here without a purpose,’ says Skender. Skender explains that when it rains,
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the wood and tin hut where he and his family live floods. The damp means his five
children are often sick with colds and have problems with their lungs. He thinks it is
getting even harder for the refugee community here to survive.

For seven years, he explains, a local cleaning company employed around 70 people
from the camp. They were all recently fired for not having the correct paperwork and
promptly replaced by Montenegrins. Skender asks: "We want to live better lives but
how can we? We have no support from the government, we have no support from the
USA or the United Nations so we just sit here without a purpose in this camp."

Watching his children play in the ashes of the burned out buildings, he adds: "Our
children have nothing and we don't have a choice.”" Phoebe Greenwood works for Save
the Children charity, a UK-based charity. For more information on Konik camp please
visit www.savethechildren.org.uk

Violations of Human rights of Roma in Monteneqgro

January 1, 2009 — April 30, 2009

On the basis of the monitoring on human rights state in Montenegro, which has been
conducting by the Youth Initiative for Human Rights (YIHR), for the last three years,
police torture and politically motivated violence were identified as particularly
problematic areas. The research and monitoring have been conducted by the YIHR
team consisting of four researchers with multiple assistances of the Swedish Helsinki
Committee and regional YUHR office. The first periodic report refers to the period
starting from January 1, to April 30, 2009. In operations, we used the methods of
research on the terrain, SOS phone, press clipping and interviews.

POLICE TORTURE

Within the first four months of 2009, the Initiative registered four cases of citizens’
complaints regarding behavior of some police officers. The citizens’ charges may be put
under definition of “torture”, prescribed by the Convention against torture and other
harmful, inhuman and discrediting punishments or acts. This implies intentional infliction
of heavy body injures physical and mental torture in order to extract an information or
confession, to pressure or intimidate somebody on any basis. Torture is not allowed
under any conditions, neither in the state of war nor during war threats and political
instability threats to the state. The Initiative researchers also conducted research on
human rights perception and torture among citizens of Roma nationality in Podgorica
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and Niksic, while preparing this report. The interview has been conducted among 40
Roma. Results of the research say that 36 of them think that the police have the right to
use physical force, as the punishment or preventive measure, if any person committed
criminal act. Remaining three responses said that the police do not have that right and
one person did not know whether the police have the right to use force in such cases.
Out of 40 interviewed people, 31 of them would not report such police actions,
explaining that the police consider such acts are justified; 34 interviewed persons told
YIHR researchers that they knew or heard that the police had beaten up other members
of Roma community, mostly in order to extort their confession because of committed
thefts.

Description of registered cases:

March 16 — Nebojsa Redzic from Podgorica, who is “Voice of America” journalist,
reported to Initiative the incident that happened in the Presidential residence villa
“Gorica” at the meeting of Prime Ministers of Montenegro and Italy. Redzic told the
Initiative researcher that the police officer, for whom he later found out his name, was
Mirko Banovic, pushed him out from the room where Prime Ministers met and where
other journalists were, in a very rude manner. Redzic also emphasized that the police
officer insulted him by using abusive words so Redzic, provoked in that manner,
returned by using abusive words referred to the police officer. After that, Redzic was
told to leave the premises of the villa. Afterwards, a protocol officer came and said he
was sorry for what had happened and that the event could continue. Redzic said that he
would not submit criminal charges against the above mentioned police officer, because
he did not believe in institutions. YIHR does not have the information whether the
Department for internal control and application of authorizations had conducted the
research in this case and it does not have the information on results of that research as
well. Daily news “Vijesti” announced the information that the Director of the Police
Directorate Veselin Veljovic said that he had been introduced with the incident and that
he would investigate the case. In its monitoring, YIHR already has registered
complaints to the police officer Mirko Banovic.

March 28 — Rijad Nuhodzic from Bijelo Polje said that police officers from Mojkovac
beaten him with intention to extort confession. Nuhodzic’s claims were announced in
daily news “Dan” and “Vijesti” in March 30. Nuhodzic emphasized that the Police from
Bijelo Polje transferred him to the Police in Mojkovac, which sought him because they
suspected he had committed criminal act of theft. He said that police officers severely
injured him on their way to the Police in Mojkovac, and they even beaten him up in the
Police premises. Several times Nuhodzic lost conscious. At the end, followed by his
father, he went to the hospital in Bijelo Polje, where he received medical aid. The
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Initiative does not know whether Nuhodzic submitted to competent state prosecutor
criminal charge against police officers. The above mentioned daily news informed that
the Internal control will conduct investigations in the concrete case. April 2 — Gordana
Jeknic from Niksic, was beaten up by the member of the Police Intervention Task Force
and caused her serious injures of head, abdomen and neck. Jeknic is the owner of the
cafe “Kontesa” where the incident had happened. Police officers had intervened after
the report that loud music had been coming out from the café “Kontesa”. After that, the
incident between police member and Jeknic happened. Jeknic said that two police
officers beaten her over head and abdomen and kicked her. Two other officers stopped
them beating and kicking her. Jeknic announced that she would submit criminal charges
against those police officers. Police Directorate dismissed of duty one police officer
because he broke the Police Code and the Law on civil servants and employees. Those
information were published by daily news “Dan” and “Vijesti” in April 5. April 8 — T. Dj.
who had been arrested because she possessed heroin, reported that police officer M.V.
acted and treated her in an insolent behavior while she was imprisoned, touching her
intimate parts of body. The Police in Podgorica conducted interview of the suspected
police officer and brought him decision on detention. Police submitted criminal charge
against mentioned police officer. The following day, investigation judge of Basic court in
Podgorica, revoked detention to the police officer M.V. after hearing, and in the
following procedure he will defend himself while at liberty. The information on this
incident were published by daily news “Dan” and “Vijesti” in April 11 and 12. Itis still
unclear, how the new-installed equipment for video surveillance in detention premises
did not recorded the dispute event, in order to define the arguments in this case
undoubtedly.

POLITICALLY MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

The Initiative registered five cases of political violence, during first four months. As
election campaign was conducted during previous period, it has been concluded that
the number of politically motivated assaults and threats in Montenegro is smaller.
However, every reported case has to be investigated and properly sanctioned while
taking into account that we face with the key steps towards European and Euro-Atlantic
integrations and that our institutions are obliged to devote themselves on settling both
cases in 2009, and cases from previous years, to a maximum degree. YIHR calls all
active participants to control themselves while giving statements that can deepen or
incite politically motivated violence.

Description of registered cases:

March 18 — Daily news “Vijesti” published the statement of the Police Directorate
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Director, Veselin Veljovic given at the press conference, which took place in March 17.
At the conference, Veljovic announced results of the Police Directorate in fight against
organized crime and corruption. In that occasion Veljovic said that there were NGOs
and political parties which presented unreal image of that area. “It is about alleged
“professional” comments stated under instructions, with the aim to do harm to the state
and its citizens, which gives the corruptive behavior unreal dimensions. That is the
attempt of personal affirmation and providing financial and donation means in relatively
easy manner and without concrete results”, published “Vijesti” in March 18. Veljovic did
not state arguments and concretized his claims. Executive Director of MANS, Vanja
Calovic announced that she experienced Veljovic’s statements as pressing and
intimidating the part of society intending to refer to corruption and organized crime, with
the assessment that it is easier for the police to deal with MANS rather than with
criminals. She also assessed that the NGO sector has been accused on this basis for

spying.

March 26 — Professor at the University for Politic Science, Milan Popovic reported to the
Initiative that he got the letter with offensive and threatening content as the response to
his text which was published in daily news “Vijesti” in March 23, 2009. To an Initiative
researcher, Popovic said that he got the letter three days after newspapers published
the text and three days before elections also, which he considered as very interesting
and intrigued. Popovic thinks that receiving call from the prosecutor related to the text,
also represents the pressure to him. In February 25, 2009, at about 15:30 his lecture
had been interrupted by DHL postman in order to deliver him subpoena in order to
explain clues on organized crime, which he stated in the text. The interruption of his
lecture and impatience of postman to wait the pause between lectures, which followed
15 minutes after he interrupted the professor to deliver him the subpoena, Popovic
considers as disrespect of his identity, and he also considers that it is less probable that
was a mistake in the occasion of the act. On journalist question whether he will sue
Popovic because of stated clues, Prime Minister Djukanovic said that “the professor has
his own troubles”, which Popovic considers as the kind of threat and the incitement to
threatening letter. Popovic also thinks that this was probably the act of some follower
and not the order from the top. If the Prime Minister’s apologize, he thinks that Prime
Minister will show that he is not related to that letter. Professor Popovic did not inform
public bodies in the occasion of threatening letter he had received, because he
concluded it was purposeless and that it did not play any role. He made the conclusion
on the basis of previous cases which had been related to him and some other persons.
That was the second threatening letter Milan Popovic received, and YIHR informed
about it as well.

April 2 — Even in 2009, pressures on Slobodan Pejovic have been continued. He
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testified on deportation of Muslims in 1992. Unknown committers in Bijelo Polje colored
his car white. Pejovic’s car was damaged several times earlier. The Initiative described
those cases in its reports. Pejovic said that the last attack at his car had been
motivated by his statement at special state prosecutor on crimes in the mountain Orjen
near Herceg Novi. “This is just the warning for something that will be more dangerous
that could ever happen to me,” said Pejovic, for daily news “Vijesti” in April 3. The Police
in Herceg Novi performed the insight into this case and the investigation is in course.

April 6 — During pre-election campaign, the teacher in Elementary school “Dragisa
Ivanovic” Aila Soskic accused the Director of the school Niko Raicevic for the pressure
on employees in order to vote for Democratic Socialist Party /Demokratska Partija
Socijalista (DPS)/. Soskic brought two charges against Raicevic, one for the offence
and defamation and the second for the compensation of immaterial damage. Basic
court in Podgorica processed the Soskic’s charge against Raicevic.

April 7 — Former news-photographer of newspaper “Republika”, Boris Pejovic was fined
by 500 EUR, because he hampered operations of police officers who intervened during
the strike of employees in company “Ritam trejd” /Rhythm trade/. The decision of the
court stated that Pejovic might replace the fine by imprisonment sentence not longer
than 19 days. Pejovic told the Initiative researcher that he would rather be imprisoned
than pay the fine. Pejovic emphasized that the court had not approved that the Council
for the civil control of police affairs determined that police officers exceeded official
authorizations in the actual case. The court also did not approve other evidence Pejovic
submitted, such as video which presents that day event. Pejovic announced the appeal
against the decision of the court. The report of the Initiative from 2008 described the
incident between the news-reporter Pejovic and the police.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

- YIHR expresses pleasure for significant decrease of number of cases related to police
torture and politically motivated violence in Montenegro. After 2008, when the number of
torture cases exceeded 100% in comparison with 2007, or 54 cases precisely; from the
beginning of 2009, significantly smaller number of police torture cases has been
registered. Reasons for this should be sought at the session of the UN Committee for
the prevention of torture devoted to the state in Montenegro, where Montenegrin
delegation was seriously criticized. After that, the Government of Montenegro adopted
set of measures related to torture prevention. YIHR then organized the whole campaign
which included numerous organizations in a view of decreasing the number of police
torture cases.
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- Campaign for previous Parliamentary elections passed in quite peaceful atmosphere
with significantly less politically motivated incidents in comparison with earlier
campaigns.

- YIHR Research in Roma community showed high and disturbing degree of
unfamiliarity with basic human rights and freedoms. There is a huge need for
conduction of activities on education of Roma people and their rights in relation with
police officers, as well as the need for additional focusing on researches of police
tortures over Roma people. Police Directorate and other competent public institutions
are obliged to bring the level of awareness of Roma people on their rights and freedoms
to a higher level through education and the level of awareness of their protection as
well.

- It is important that each reported case should be investigated by competent institutions
and in accordance with the committed exceeding should be sanctioned by court.
Unfortunate, in most reported cases until nowadays, that have not happened. Court
sanctions of cases in which the torture has been committed, and politically motivated
assaults and pressures are major guarantee that these cases shall not happen in future
or that they shall be brought to the lowest possible measure.

- Victims and all individuals who have objections on police members’ actions or actions
of their political opponents’ must inform competent institutions on these events.
Rejecting to submit appeals and bring charges, because of lack of confidence in the
system institutions, prevents the possibility of improving their work which is based on
complaints and concrete examples, and brings the absence of punishment as the result.
- YIHR expresses concern in the occasion of cases of announcing names of suspected
persons that had committed specific criminal acts such as the case related to the
incident that had happened in the police detention between police officer and female-
detainee, which violates the presumption of innocence in the most arrogant manner.
YIHR calls all media to respect this institute, and the Police Directorate to protect
information on future activities.

- Unacceptable behavior of particular officers towards journalists has been continued.
Such behavior of officers has to be sanctioned and prevented by the Police Directorate
and additional efforts on creation of professional relationship with media have to be
undertaken.

- YIHR supports the decision of the Police Directorate to dismiss of duty the police
officer because he used force over Gordana Jeknic, and also calls for the same
decisions to be made on similar cases.

- YIHR calls the Director of the Police Directorate and all other institutions and
individuals who work in these institutions to accept the work of NGOs on the basis of
cooperation and mutual confidence in fulfilling common goal of democratization of
Montenegro and to control themselves from creating assessments which may deepen
the gap and incite lack of understanding in further public presentations.
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- There is a great need for urgent measures for the protection of witnesses in processes
that are conducted in national courts for war crimes. We call competent bodies to find
persons who damaged the property of Slobodan Pejovic and to prescribe criminal
sanctions against them

- The incident in pre-election campaign related to political pressure by the Elementary
school Director “Dragisa lvanovic” on employees, competent bodies have to research
and if charges prove to be truthful, court has to prescribe sanctions against it.
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SERBIA

BELGRADE -- An action plan for evacuating the illegal Roma encampment below
the Gazela will be signed by the end of the week, says Belgrade Deputy Mayor
Mi |l an Krkobabi ¢.

6 February 2009

Implementation of the action plan is expected by Aug. 31 at the latest, he added.
Krkobabié said, speaking to B92, that 114 families from the neighborhood would receive
new accommodation, while the rest fell under jurisdiction of the government and the
local communities they came from. The mayor explained that the problem would be
resolved according to models from European cities, in order not to create another slum
guarter, as inhabitants would instead be given new accommodation in different locations
in Belgrade.

“This is the beginning. But to separate these two things, these people have to move out,
they have to be socialized, the children have to go to school and they have to get jobs.
But Belgrade citizens also have to be aware of the fact that they cannot resist and
prevent citizens of that socially destitute encampment under the Gazela Bridge from
coming to their neighborhoods,” he said. He added that such discrimination “can no
longer be tolerated.”

“This city administration will not tolerate that. Which means that Belgrade
neighborhoods will no longer be entitled to say they don’t want them to come here or
there. All Belgrade citizens are equal under this administration and have equal rights,
but also equal obligations,” Krkobabié¢ underlined

Anti-Roma posters at Novi Sad university

13 March 2009 | 15:20 | Source: Beta, Tanjug

NOVI SAD -- Racist posters printed by the Nacionalni Stroj neo-Nazi organization have
appeared all round the Novi Sad University campus and on bus stops.

The posters, targeting the Roma community, carry the picture of an 18-year-old from
Kraljevo murdered by a group of Roma, and bears the caption: "Serbia for the Serbs,
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Roma Out." The youngster in question was murdered on the evening of February 8/9,
when he was stabbed in the chest five times by 16-year-old S.V. in a park near the
railway station.

Novi Sad police spokesman Stevan Krstic told journalists that the posters would be
removed because of their racist content. He added that after an investigation, police
would be filing the "relevant charges." G17 Plus have vehemently condemned the
appearance of the racist posters. "We want the authorities to find and sanction all those
responsible

for these calls for a lynch and hate speak directed at members of the Roma
community,” read a statement from the party.

G17 points to the recent walk organized by the clerofascist organizations Obraz and
1389 in Novi Sad to mark the first anniversary of the unilateral declaration of Kosovo
independence, as well as to the Nazi symbols and threats against provincial and state
officials that appeared recently in the center of the city.

"The true face of Novi Sad is the face of tolerance, not hatred. Novi Sad is not an
assault course for training Nazi and clerofascist organizations, who display their
retrograde and shameful views under the mask of phony patriotism," added the
statement, calling on the work of such organizations to be outlawed.

Chachipe calls on Serbian Prime Minister to halt forced evictions

6 April 2009 — In a letter to the Serbian Prime Minister, Mirko Cvetkovi, Chachipe
expressed grave concerns regarding the recent violent eviction of Roma from a
settlement in Novi Beograd. The organisation reminded that forced evictions constitute
a gross violation of Human Rights and said that it was particularly shocking that the
inhabitants of the settlement were not even given sufficient time to save their
belongings.

Chachipe therefore called on the Serbian Prime Minister to lead an investigation in the
issue and to give appropriate instructions to the local authorities in order to prevent such
actions in future. In addition, it asked for immediate relocation of the inhabitants of the
Juri Gagarin street who should be given legal assistance in order to claim compensation
for their losses.

Given that many of the evicted Roma are IDPs from Kosovo, Chachipe called on the
Serbian government to take adequate steps to facilitate their integration in Serbia
including access to housing and social services.

In view of the racist protests of inhabitants of Boljevci preventing a relocation of the
evicted Roma in containers, Chachipe asked the Serbian government to step up its
efforts to combat racism and in particular racism against Roma.

Chachipe
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Eviction of Roma Sparks Controversy in Serbia

Vranje | 17 March 2009 |

Serbia’s Ministry of Labour and Welfare intends to relocate 62 Roma families, that are
currently living in an illegal settlement under the Gazela bridge in Belgrade, to the
southern Serbian town of Vranje - despite protests from Vranje’s local authorities.

The notice from the Ministry to Vranje’s major - which Balkan Insight had an opportunity
to see - says that the "displacement of these families is a priority" and that "it must be
carried out in accordance with the policy of forced eviction" put forward by the European
Investment Bank and European Bank for Development and Reconstruction, who have
issued a loan for the reconstruction of the Gazela bridge.

"The local authorities do not agree with this order from the ministry, despite us being
under a terrible pressure to do so," Branimir Stojancic, the local minister for welfare
policy in Vranje, told Balkan Insight. "We are asked to organize the transport of Roma
people to Vranje by ourselves, but the Ministry is not interested where these people
would live and from what," he added.

Stojancic says the decision is discrimination by people living in the capital, and that the
relocation will endanger the Roma’s basic human right of being able to choose their own
place to live. "The place of residence of these Roma is Vranje, but they have the right
to choose themselves where they would want to live. They came to Belgrade a long
time ago, hoping they would be able to provide (a better life) for themselves there," said
Stojancic.

The ministry has established that out of 175 families living under the bridge, 113 of them
meet the requirement of resuming their life in a different place Belgrade. The notice
form the ministry issued to Vranje’s authorities, says the remaining families cannot stay,
as this would "inspire further migration to Belgrade and exert unacceptable pressure on
the city's welfare and residential policy".

But Stojancic claims that the ministry has no plan to aid the local authorities who are
supposed to welcome the displaced families. "The town of Vranje has an annual
welfare budget in the amount of 800,000 euros out of a total budget of 18 million euros
and of all the users of welfare over 70 per cent are Roma. We simply cannot put up
these 62 families,” says Stojancic.

Mile Bajramovic, chairman of the Civil Association Romalen says this is a classic case
of discrimination against Roma.

"The ministry's decision perverts its basic role of taking care of welfare and labour. What
would those people live from if they return to Vranje," he said. "They are being thrown
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out of Belgrade although Roma are cleaning the very same Belgrade. | am afraid that
someone would make a decision to expel us from Serbia too," says Bajramovic.

The Roma in Serbia, around 150,000 of them, received the status of an ethnic minority
in 2002. Most observers consider that the Roma are economically and socially the most
vulnerable ethnic group in Serbia. The population of Vranje, 350 kilometres south of
Belgrade near the border with Kosovo and Macedonia, is 88.000, ten per cent of which
are Roma. South Serbia is considered to be an impoverished region, with economic
parameters below the republic's average.

"The ministry wants to bring us new welfare cases which we cannot take care of. If they
insist on carrying out this policy, why don't they issue an order that all our scientists,
professors, businessman and other citizens of Vranje who live in Belgrade return to
Vranje as well," said Stojancic. Contacted by Balkan Insight, the Ministry of Labour and
Welfare said the project is only in its initial phase and that meetings on the issue with
representatives of local authorities have yet to begin.

New political party in Serbia: Democratic left of Roms

On request of the great number of members of the Romany community in Serbia,
recently has been established a political party "Democratic left of Roms", which will be
engaged on solving of vast problems with Roms are facing with.

On the elective Assembly of the "Demaocratic left of Roms", by unanimously decision
Jovan Damjanovic, deputy in the Parliament of the Republic of Serbia, vice-president of
the World Roma Parliament, and a president of the Romany Federation - Republic of
Serbia, has been elected for a president of party.

"Democratic left of Roms" represents political party which will be significant factor and
equal actor in a political view, as well as factor of totally unity of the Romany populace
in Serbia.

"Democratic left of Roms" intends to start an initiative for unification of all Romany
parties in one strong political party, which will be working on the revitalization and
progress of the Romany community, and which will recognize concerns and needs of
our national minority in a whole.

"Demoaocratic left of Roms" is a party of Romany community in Serbia and party of
Serbian citizens, party of free and responsible members who are acting for sake of
realization of next program’ principles and objectives, which are a guarantee of rule of
law, social justice, principle of citizen's and Parliamentary' democracy, human and
minorities' rights and freedoms, and membership to European principles and values.

Party will especially pawn and fight for respect and realization of inalienable human
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rights and freedoms, and for equality of all people and citizens, irrespective of their
religion, racial or national qualification, gender, political and social status.

Holocaust and ethic of remembrance are inseparable part of the work and acting of
party and its membership.

Practical and dynamical development of programs and objectives of Decade of Roms in
Serbia.

Protection of right of Roms in areas:

Education;

Adequate habitation;

Economic rights and employment:

Culture;

Informing;

Discrimination;

Political participations;

Avalilability of health protection;

Availability of social protection;

Personal documents;

Rights of asylum seekers and returners;

Rights of internal-displaced persons;

Cooperation with Roms, their political parties, associations and institutions in Europe
and world;

Cooperation with all international and European institutions which are dealing with rights
and protection of Roms, and are pawning for improvement of conditions and rights of
Roms and their community;

Affirmation of rights and freedoms of jeopardized and postponed individuals, social
groups and layers;

Protection of rights of national minorities;

Affirmation of equality of gender;

Realization and preservation of democratic, political and legal sequence in a state, rule
of law and social justice;

Development of righteous and solidary society, appliance of the European standards;
Accord and fastened social-economic development of the Romany community in
Serbia, and everything in compliance with Constitution and laws, and international
conventions.

"Democratic left of Roms" supported:
Federation of Romany associations of Pcinjsko-jablanicki region, with its members:

Association of citizens of Romany national minority from the Pcinjsko-jablanicki region,
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Association "Amalipe" - Leskovac,

Association of Roms Vlasotince,

"Association "Romany center” - Bojnik,

Association for education and culture Surdulica,

Association of Roms "Romano centro” - Bujanovac,

Association of Roms "Kostanini unuci” - Vranje,

Association for education, science and culture - Vladicin Han,
Association of Roms "Kostana" - Vranjska Banja,

Association of Roms Medvedja,

Federation of Serbian Roms - Belgrade, with its members from 32 towns,
The oldest association of Roms in Belgrade - Association "Rom" - Belgrade,
Association of Roms from Podunavski region from Smederevo, with 12 association,
All 8 Romany association from Kraljevo,

Association of Roms Bor,

Association of Roms Zemun,

Romany Holocaust centre in Srem - Stara Pazova,

Municipal association of Roms - Sabac, with its 8 members,

Association of Roms Ruma,

Association of Roms Sremska Mitrovica,

Unique party of Roms - Bujanovac,

Political party of Roms - Nis.

Also, in talks with representatives of Romany organizations from many towns in
Vojvodina and central Serbia, it has been agreed that they will soon send their decisions
about support for program of the "Democratic left of Roms".

In talks and contacts with young and educated Roms, and Romany intellectuals in
Serbia, they have expressed will to support basic principles of the "Democratic left of
Roms", and to become its members.

Presidium of DLR invites all members of Romany and other nationalities, to accede to
membership of newly-established party "Democratic left of Roms".

Jovan Damjanovic,
President of the "Democratic left of Roms"

Roma are concerned about NCA passing the management of the Ostorode camp
to Kosovo government
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| would like to remind that the UNMIK and the Serbian authority in North Mitrvica have
signed an agreement in March 2006 for allowing roma IDPs entering Ostorode. The
agreement permitted Roma to live in Ostorode for only one year. The Romas from
Ostorode believe that UNMIK and NCA are living just because of the fact that the
agreement signed in March 2006 expired. Roma who live in Ostorode are pushed in big
crises because the management is transferred to Kosovo government to the Ministry of
Communities and Return. It is not clear what will happen with the house units in
Ostorode! Lets imagine the reaction of Serbs in Mitrovica who are not allowing
Albanians to enter the camp for doing management, do you believe Serbs will host
them? Who will get the responsabulity for those buildings in Ostorode and will the
Romas remain there? Was the goal of UNMIK and NCA just to fulfill their tasks in their
programs and to destroy the other camps which were embarrassing them and to dump
the Romas in the new modern concentration camp?

We would like to know what will happen with the Romas in Ostorode? Are the
authorities, aware that the Roma who live in Ostorode might have problems with the
Serbs, since even Mr. Nevil Fouche from UNMIK is familiar with the plans of the
Mitrovica Serbs for building some infrastructures in Ostorode. What solution will be
found for Romas in that circumstances and where will be they housed since the
conditions are not reached for the return to Roma Mahalla? We know that there is plan
for returning Romas from Ostorode to their place of origin in the Mahalla.

But what will be with those Romas who:

1. Do not want or they are not in situation to return to Mahalla from some other
reason, what will happen with them?

2. Some think that the Roma people (children and adults) are healed from the
Leads, but on the contrary their organism is very sensitive and they can very easy get
the same (very high) lead level in their blood as it was in 2005, and the same situation
will come and same shame will hit the International Community because they resolve
the lead problem only temporarily.

| would ask the authorities to have understanding for our concerns and to inform us

about what solution will be found for housing of Romas under this circumstances if the
Roma are pushed to leave or if the Roma are expulsed from Ostorode.

Skender Gusani

Representative of Romas in North Mitrovica

February 2009
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4 April 2009 | 10:57 | Source: B92, Beta

BELGRADE -- Residents of a Roma shanty town in New Belgrade, whose
ramshackle homes were razed yesterday, persist with their demands. The Roma were
evicted from the illegal settlement on Friday in order to build an access road to a
Student Games 2009 venue. Some of them spent the night at the shacks owned by
their neighbors, which have not been removed yet, while others protested in front of the
Belgrade Assembly, asking to be compensated and provided with temporary
accommodation.

Mayor Dragan Dilas says he will try to provide the Roma with accommodation but that
he will "not succumb to blackmail”.

Yesterday, the settlement's residents blocked a major road in New Belgrade before
crossing the river to protest in front of the Belgrade Assembly building. "Several dozen
citizens of Belgrade cannot hold hostage the rest of the city. They were settled there
illegally, and it is necessary that they move from there in order for a new boulevard to
be built that is needed for the development of that part of the city, and for the events will
be held there,” said Dilas.

"As for their rights, | said they could realize their rights if they really are citizens of
Belgrade and have no other housing options, in line with policy that applies to all our
citizens." On the other hand, Citizens' Ombudsman Sasa Jankovic voiced severe
criticism of the demolition of the shanty town houses, saying that bulldozers and police
cannot solve the problem of Roma settlements, "nor do they implement the Roma
decade in Serbia".

"It is quite clear that it was necessary to in advance prepare such measures, identify
those who have a right to adequate emergency accommodation, prepare that
accommodation, avoid the use of force and a situation where citizens and children of
Roma ethnicity find themselves on the street," said Jankovic.

Some 47 families lived in the settlement before yesterday. Meanwhile, Roma
organizations say they are dismayed at the

demolitions, and the mayor's statements. "This is not at all in line with the goals of the
Roma Decade that Serbia is this year presiding over," the Roma Center for Democracy,
the Youth Forum for Roma Education and the Forum for Internally Displaced Roma said
in a statement.

"By destroying their houses, destroying their property, their basic human rights are
being violated and it demonstrates that authorities in Serbia do not have a systemic
solution for the problems that have accumulated with decades of discrimination based
on ethnicity," the statement said.
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The Roma organizations also stated that "most of the citizens whose houses were
demolished do not have personal documents”, and therefore cannot seek help from
Social Welfare Centers.

Roma educational center i n Gracdani ca

16 May 2009
Source: B92

GRACANICA - Children from Graganica's Roma community visit an educational center
every day after school, where 15 teachers and volunteers help them with their
homework.

The Roma educational center in Gra¢anici was founded eight years ago. The idea was
to help bring Roma children up to speed for regular school work. Paid instructors and
volunteers work with children of pre-school to school age. A poor knowledge of Serbian
often poses a problem for Roma children at school.

The center keeps a close eye on Roma children's progress at school. 100 children visit
the center on a daily basis. The center was established thanks to the Balkan Sunflower
NGO, and moved to new premises two years ago.

The local Communities Office and the Irish KFOR battalion helped in its construction. A
center of this nature means a great deal to local Roma. In future, there are plans to
build a children's playground around the center, while a summer camp for Roma
children is also under preparation.

14 March 2009

Source: Beta

NOVI SAD -- Several Roma NGOs have condemned hate speech shown in posters
found yesterday inside the Novi Sad University campus grounds. The statement from
the organizations today says that the largest number of Roma students in Serbia attend
this university.

"Posters with such messages degrade the efforts of the state of Serbia, especially those
undertaken during the year when it presides over the Decade of the Roma Inclusion,”
the press release says.

The racist posters printed by the Nacionalni Stroj neo-Nazi organization targeted the
Roma community, and carried the picture of an 18-year-old from Kraljevo murdered by
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a group of Roma, with captions reading, € Serbia for the Serbs, Roma Out. The Roma

NGOs said they fully support all efforts to find and punish those who printed the
material.

Experience from the neighboring countries, the statement also said, urges for the
organizations that spread hatred to be banned. It was signed by the Vojvodina Roma
Center for Democracy, the Youth Forum for Roma Education, the Forum of Internally
Displaced Persons, and the Roma Centers for Democracy from Valjevo and Belgrade.

Romas unwanted in Belgrade suburb

5 April 2009

BELGRADE -- Some 50 Boljevci residents last night prevented a group of Roma
families evicted from their shanty town in New Belgrade from spending the night there.
The dislocated Roma were to be given temporary accommodation in housing containers
placed in this neighborhood.

But the Boljevci locals blocked the road and threatened to set on fire three containers
there at the time. There were no serious incidents, mostly because only representatives
of the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, OSCE and the World Health
Organization were there.

The Romas, who lived in an illegal settlement where 50 out of 350 ramshackle homes
were razed to the ground by bulldozers on Friday, were not at the scene of the protests.
They instead spent another night without a roof over their heads waiting for the issue of
their accommodation to be solved.

Belgrade city authorities, which ordered the demolitions in order to make way for an

access road to be used in the Student Games 2009, yesterday met with international
organizations and ministries, and agreed to provide temporary accommodation.

Serb Roma Lose Homes In Belgrade Slum Fire

Belgrade | 04 February 2009 |
A fire that broke out on Wednesday morning destroyed completely 11 houses built of

cardboard, old tires and wood in the Roma slum situated under the Gazella bridge in the
centre of Serbia's capital Belgrade. The slum, estimated to house between 900 and
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2,000 people, is slightly up from the riverbank of the Sava river, very near the city's
expensive hotel and business district. The single-storey dwellings can best be desrcibed
as huts made of cardboard and aluminum sheeting, held down by tires, rocks and bits of
plastic.

There is no plumbing and running water, and electricity comes from rigged up
connections to nearby pylons. Most residents make a living by selling items they find in
the city's dumpsters, and few have basic reading and writing skills, as mutual mistrust
and prejudice between Roma and Serbs makes schooling a difficult experience for most
Roma kids.

Nobody was hurt, and 10 fire trucks arrived minutes after the fire broke out, Belgrade
media reported. Itis second time in a month that a fire destroyed houses in the slum,
as four homes burnt on the night of Serbian Orthodox Christmas on Jan 7.

(Reporting by Ljilja Cvekic)

Serbia adopts comprehensive anti-discrimination law

On 26 March 2009 National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia voted to approve the
Anti-Discrimination Bill (the Bill) submitted by the Government. The vote marked the end
of an 8 year process which had begun with the first draft of the Bill in 2001. The new law
prohibits discrimination based on race, religion, sexual orientation, gender or other
grounds.

Although the drafting and approval of the Bill faced a number of challenges, in particular
from conservative and religious groups, it received new impetus in spring 2008 following
the establishment of the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights. The Ministry of Human

and Minority Rights and the Coalition against Discrimination € an alliance of NGOs €

were responsible for drafting the final version of the Bill which was due to be discussed
in the National Assembly in early March 2009.

Pressure by religious and conservative groups regarding issues such as religious
conversion and € free expression of sexual orientation € forced the Government to

temporarily withdraw the Bill from the legislative agenda in early March 2009. This step
drew international concern from various quarters including the Council of Europe. On 8
March 2009, speaking on the situation in Serbia, the Council of Europe Human Rights
Commissioner Thomas Hammarberg stated:

©[T]he adoption of a domestic anti-discrimination law against discrimination is not only
natural, but also necessary next step in order to stop discrimination at a national level
and harmonise national legislation with the European Convention on Human Rights. €
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A few days later, the National Assembly restored the Bill to the legislative agenda and
voted to adopt the Bill by a narrow majority.

The passing of the law is an important step towards guaranteeing the human rights and
equality standards which are a precondition for Serbia€s accession to the European
Union. In the parliamentary debate, the Minister for Human and Minority Rights
Svetozar Ciplic stated that the Bill€s adoption would establish a comprehensive system

of protection against discrimination, placing Serbia on a par with other European Union
countries in this area.

Serbia: Aid Evicted Roma

Government Should Ensure Adequate Housing for Families Left Without Homes

Human Rights Watch, April 8th 2009

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/04/08/serbia-aid-evicted-roma

It's a scandal that the government left these families on the street. Serbia needs to get
these people rehoused now, and make sure that other Roma families don't suffer the
same fate." Wanda Troszczynska, Western Balkans researcher at Human Rights Watch

(Brussels) - The Serbian authorities should provide alternative homes and
compensation for 47 Roma families forcibly evicted in Belgrade on April 3, 2009, from
housing considered substandard, Human Rights Watch and the European Roma Rights
Centre said today in a letter to the Serbian government.

Police forcibly evicted 128 Romani individuals living in Novi Beograd's Block 67, a poor
neighborhood populated by the displaced, including women and children, and destroyed
much of their personal property. Residents were told the day before the eviction that
they had 15 days' notice before being forced out. The police came with bulldozers the
next day, leaving the families homeless.

"It's a scandal that the government left these families on the street,” said Wanda
Troszczynska, Western Balkans researcher at Human Rights Watch. "Serbia needs to
get these people rehoused now, and make sure that other Roma families don't suffer
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the same fate."

The Serbian government should compensate the families involved for lost property and
other damage associated with the forced eviction and destruction of property, Human
Rights Watch said. It should also ensure that other Roma families are protected from
forced eviction and that any future actions in relation to evictions are carried out in
accordance with Serbia's international obligations, including assistance finding
adequate housing.

Although the evicted persons were told that alternative accommodation in containers
was available in the Boljevci settlement in the Municipality of Surin, residents in Boljevci
forcibly prevented the evicted individuals from making use of this housing. As a result,
the evicted Roma, including children, were forced to sleep outside without any shelter
on the night of the eviction. At least 12 families remain homeless. Further evictions are
planned for an unspecified date.

Currently holding the presidency of the Roma Decade of Inclusion, which is an initiative
of European governments to improve the socioeconomic status and social inclusion of
Roma, Serbia is obliged under international law to protect people from forced eviction.
The letter calls on the Serbian government to ensure that Romani communities in
similarly precarious positions are afforded appropriate protections against arbitrary
forced evictions, and to provide adequate alternative housing to those subject to
eviction

Serbia criticized over Roma evictions

Associated Press
2009-04-09

International human rights groups have criticized Serbia over the eviction of a Roma
community from a shanty settlement in Belgrade.

Human Rights Watch and the European Roma Rights Centre urged Serbian authorities
in a letter to immediately provide alternative housing for the evicted Roma families.

Belgrade city authorities said Thursday the families will move into a youth community

center. Several dozen people, including children, have slept in the open since their
cardboard houses were shattered last week.
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An attempt to resettle the Roma in a suburban area failed because of protests by local
residents. Wanda Troszczynska from Human Rights Watch says it is a "scandal the
government left these people in the street.

Serbia: Gypsies not wanted

24/03/2009 - Residents of Vranje in southern Serbia are up in arms about a Ministry of
Labour and Welfare plan to resettle 62 homeless Gypsy families in their town. At
present the families live in a "shanty town" under the Gazela Bridge in Belgrade.
Redevelopment plans for the structure funded by the European Investment Bank and
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development mean they now have to move.
Although the Roma originally come from Vranje, the town does not want them back.
Local officials say they would place an unbearable burden on the local social security
budget, most of which, they said, already goes to Gypsies.

Serbia shelters 300,000 from Balkan wars: NGO

Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP)
Date: 16 Jun 2009

BELGRADE, June 16, 2009 (AFP) - Serbia is home to almost 100,000 refugees and
more than 200,000 displaced victims of the Balkan wars that tore apart the former
Yugoslavia, a non-governmental organisation said Tuesday.

Announcing the figures ahead of UN World Refugee Day on June 20, the Group 484
said Serbia was currently hosting 97,000 refugees from wars in Bosnia-Hercegovina
and Croatia in the early 1990s.

Those listed as the 200,000 internally displaced had fled from the breakaway Serbian
province of Kosovo since its conflict erupted in the late 1990s, the Beta news agency
cited the group as saying.

They were mostly Serbs, but also included Roma and other non-Albanian minorities
from Kosovo.
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that about
280,000 ethnic Serbs fled Croatia during its 1991-1995 war of independence. So far
around 130,000 have returned. Resolving the fate of the refugees is a key condition that
Croatia is expected to fulfill in hopes of becoming the 28th member of the European
Union by 2011.

However, many refugees from Bosnia and Croatia have settled permanently in Serbia.
Those from Kosovo are considered displaced as Serbia and the United Nations do not
recognise Kosovo's independence, declared by its ethnic Albanian leadership in
February 2008.

The UN refugee agency has put Serbia on a list of five countries confronted with a
recurring refugee crisis, said Danijela Popovic-Roko of the UNHCR in Belgrade.
Popovic-Roko described as "delicate" the fate of some 20,000 people, mostly
Serbs, who have remained in Kosovo but have been expelled from their homes
following inter-ethnic violence in March 2004. Serbia's officials said last year that
around 6,000 refugees and displaced persons still live in so-called collective centres
with almost no hope of return to their homes.

Serbia: UNITED neighbourhood against racism

Conference on Wednesday July 8th in 15h in bloc 67
UNITED neighborhood against racism

Due to intensifying racist measures of Belgrade authorities in Roma settlements near
Belvil in Block 67, and as a support to our Roma fellow citizens, members of Druga
Scena and friends will be permanent guests in these Roma settlements from the
opening of Universiade, Wednesday July 1st. During Universiade, and in cooperation
with ghettoized residents of settlement, we will organize a number of informal meetings,
art workshops and cultural programs, culminating in cultural show and press conference
on Wednesday July 8th.

On June 16th 2009, a wired fence was built around Roma settlements, while security
and police “guard” it on external side. Recently, wire was covered by promotional
banners of Universiade in order to hide Roma people behind it. In addition, police patrol
operates along the wire fence inside this settlement! Residents are forbidden to leave
the settlement, to walk the streets near Belvil, to gather materials from surrounding
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dumpsters (which is their only source of income). These measures have limited the right
to free movement and the right to work for residents of this Roma settlement.

Belgrade authorities have ignored the problems of Roma people for more than decade
including refusal to provide them with basic life conditions. Now they went step further in
discriminating our fellow citizens, using the security measures for Universiade as an
excuse. By building the wired fence around settlement and imposing police surveillance
— city authorities have shown that they actually don’t want to deal with improving life
conditions of people, but just improve media image of this city. The main goal of these
measures is to hide the “shame” — poverty and misery Roma people live in, from
international guests and public.

We will not let humiliation of our fellow citizens, nor forging the reality. The true image of
Serbia consists of images of Belvil and Roma settlements next to each other, the
corruption on highest level and fired workers, privatization of University and
Universiade, sports event that turned out to be more important than human lives and
dignity. We demand that wired fence around Roma Settlement in Block 67 is removed
IMMEDIATELY, as well as to start working on finding appropriate ways to improve life
conditions of the residents of the most vulnerable settlements in the city.

No to ghettos in our neighborhood for the “benefit of city”!
No to Universiade against human dignity!

No to authorities that value capital over life of people and use racist strategies as a way
of management!

Solidarity Appeal: Support Roma Housing
Struggle in Belgrade, Serbia

http://www.youtube.com/user/pravonanaseljetv

Today, Roma organizations and allies in Belgrade, Serbia are organizing a
demonstration in response to the demolition of the Roma community's housing units in
Block 67 situated in the New Belgrade. The violent and surprising move to destroy

people®s homes and an entire community was organized by the City of Belgrade

authorities with the support of Belgrade City Major Dragan Djilas. Your solidarity is
needed!

On Friday morning (April 3rd), the forcible and violent eviction of Roma families living in
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the Block 67 neighborhood began. The residents of this community say that the
demolitions began during a surprise invasion beginning at six in the morning led by
heavy police presence and special forces. Police brutality resulted in an emergency

evacuation of two women from the community. Peoples € entire belongings were left

behind in the ruins. A part of the community is now spending the night in front of the City
Council. They are without warm clothes, blankets, food, and medicine (many people
had to leave them behind). Residents say that during the day unidentified youth on
motorcycles were provoking and instilling fear in the community.

In the meantime, no alternative housing has been secured by the city government, nor
is anyone taking care of these needs. Belgrade €s Major Djilas announced that it is

"necessary that they be removed from that area so that we can build a new boulevard
necessary for the development of the city, and holding of events being planned in the
future." He also threatened to deploy police forces to remove any protesters attempting
to bloc the streets. These actions were preceded by a media campaign that justified the
expulsion of Roma living in New Belgrade under "security” and "city image"
considerations in the lead up to the Universiad 2009. Through his statements, Major
Dragan Djilas has contributed to the fascist relationship towards Roma citizens and
justified the destruction of their homes. as An "alternative” the city officials are
suggesting to remove the building of a fence around the community so that "the city's
deformities won't be seen during the Universiade."

Does this mean that the Universiade will be paid for with human lives if necessary?

Our fellow citizens who have been left without home are determined to fight for their
rights, their right to life, freedom, housing and work.

Today (Saturday) at 1pm a protest is being organized against the brutal behavior
through which the Belgrade government prefers to solve the city's problems. Support
people that have been thrown onto the streets in this violent way. We must stand in
solidarity with the Roma of Belgrade, we must not allow that people's houses are
destroyed, that fascist walls are built and that people are fenced into ghettoes!

We call on international solidarity in conjunction with these actions:

PLEASE CONTACT THE FOLLOWING: (1) Mayor's office of the City of Belgrade; (2)
President's Office of the Republic of Serbia; (3) Head Office of the International
University Sports Federation (organizing the Universiade in Belgrade); (4) Your nearest
Serbian embassy or consulate.

(1) Mayor's Office:
E-mail: natasa.golubovic@beogradsg.org.yu

Head of Office, tel: 3246-764, 3229-787
tel: 3247-424, tel/fax: 3344-675
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Natasa Golubovi¢
independent expert associate in international affairs

Dear Mayor Dragan Dijilas:

| am writing to express my outrage at the recent racist expulsion of 50 families from the
Roma community of Block 67, near Belvil in New Belgrade.

| demand that your government take all necessary measures to provide restitution to the
residents of the community and prevent any further expulsion of Roma families or their
further social exclusion.

Belgrade can not expect to rebrand itself in the eyes of the world by hosting
Universiades or Eurovision contests while it continues to deny fundamental rights to
housing, employment, life and security to its residents, particularly the most vulnerable
and socially excluded.

| demand that your government respond and meet its obligations under a number of
international conventions and work towards securing the rights of Roma residents
instead of deploying police forces to suppress them and engaging in "social cleansing."”

Kind regards,

(2) President of the Republic of Serbia:

GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
Andricev venac 1, 11000 Beograd, Serbia

tel: +381 (0)11 3632-007, 3632-136

e-mail: kontakt.predsednik@predsednik.rs
www.predsednik.rs

Dear President Boris Tadic:

| am writing to express my outrage at the recent racist expulsion of 50 families from the
Roma community of Block 67, near Belvil in New Belgrade.

| implore your government take all necessary measures to sanction the Belgrade City
Authorities and ensure they provide restitution to the residents of this Roma community
and work towards preventing any further expulsion of Roma families or their further
social exclusion in Serbia.

Belgrade can not expect to rebrand itself in the eyes of the world by hosting

56


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Roma_ex_Yugoslavia/post?postID=tLcm5gi-13kiSKwhKbbFOwrhItdEKl2gSA7q4jeext-nyWh6tqFhN2p_8hHtu3TTu9jVFeXsgatRj9jhWzKWROLvPRLMN0GkPJU
http://www.predsednik.rs/

Universiades or Eurovision contests while it continues to deny fundamental rights to
housing, employment, life and security to its residents, particularly the most vulnerable
and socially excluded.

| demand that your government respond and meet its obligations under a number of
international conventions and work towards securing the rights of Roma residents
instead of deploying police forces to suppress them and engaging in "social cleansing."

Kind regards,
Zoe Gudovic

Serbia: Aid Evicted Roma

Government Should Ensure Adequate Housing for Families Left Without Homes
Human Rights Watch, April 8th 2009

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/04/08/serbia-aid-evicted-roma

It's a scandal that the government left these families on the street. Serbia needs to get
these people rehoused now, and make sure that other Roma families don't suffer the
same fate." Wanda Troszczynska, Western Balkans researcher at Human Rights Watch

(Brussels) - The Serbian authorities should provide alternative homes and
compensation for 47 Roma families forcibly evicted in Belgrade on April 3, 2009, from
housing considered substandard, Human Rights Watch and the European Roma Rights
Centre said today in a letter to the Serbian government.

Police forcibly evicted 128 Romani individuals living in Novi Beograd's Block 67, a poor
neighborhood populated by the displaced, including women and children, and destroyed
much of their personal property. Residents were told the day before the eviction that
they had 15 days' notice before being forced out. The police came with bulldozers the
next day, leaving the families homeless.

"It's a scandal that the government left these families on the street,” said Wanda
Troszczynska, Western Balkans researcher at Human Rights Watch. "Serbia needs to
get these people rehoused now, and make sure that other Roma families don't suffer
the same fate."

The Serbian government should compensate the families involved for lost property and
other damage associated with the forced eviction and destruction of property, Human
Rights Watch said. It should also ensure that other Roma families are protected from
forced eviction and that any future actions in relation to evictions are carried out in
accordance with Serbia's international obligations, including assistance finding
adequate housing.
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Although the evicted persons were told that alternative accommodation in containers
was available in the Boljevci settlement in the Municipality of Sur?in, residents in
Boljevci forcibly prevented the evicted individuals from making use of this housing. As a
result, the evicted Roma, including children, were forced to sleep outside without any
shelter on the night of the eviction. At least 12 families remain homeless. Further
evictions are planned for an unspecified date.

Currently holding the presidency of the Roma Decade of Inclusion, which is an initiative
of European governments to improve the socioeconomic status and social inclusion of
Roma, Serbia is obliged under international law to protect people from forced eviction.
The letter calls on the Serbian government to ensure that Romani communities in
similarly precarious positions are afforded appropriate protections against arbitrary
forced evictions, and to provide adequate alternative housing to those subject to
eviction.

WHO CALLS FOR MORE EFFORTS TO REDUCE LEAD TOXICITY IN TEMPORARY
CAMPS

Press release 31 January 2009

The World Health Organization s Regional Office for Europe has identified excessive

levels of environmental lead contamination, together with high human lead intoxication,
in the municipalities of Mitrovica and Zvecan (United Nations Administered Province of
Kosovo). Since 2000, WHO has called for interventions to address this public health
emergency through: alleviation of the environmental exposure; provision of a lead-safe
environment; provision of lead-safe occupations; improvement of public health
(addressing poor living conditions and poverty), and provision of adequate case
management and treatment for the affected population.

On 26 - 30 January, 2009 a WHO task force, together with experts from the United

States Centers for Disease Control (US CDC) and the nongovernmental organization
Romani Them visited the area in order to make an assessment of the current situation
and to provide their report to WHO. As a result, the Task Force can highlight the
following: WHO, as well as the Ministry of Health of Serbia and local health institutions,
has carried out several assessments since 2000 in North and South Mitrovica. Most
data from those assessments have been validated by US CDC.

Since 2005 a comprehensive package of interventions has been delivered to the Roma,
Ashkali and Egyptian (RAE) residents of temporary camps for internally displaced

persons (IDPs). Data clearly show a continuing decrease in the community’s mean
blood lead levels.

The most significant improvement is seen in those who returned to the Roma Mahala
district in South Mitrovica. However, individual blood lead levels are still high.

58



Most IDPs have moved into Osterode camp as an interim solution to provide them with
a healthier environment, with less exposure to lead.

Rebuilding of the Roma Mahala district is ongoing; however, the question of ongoing
RAE residency in the temporary camps of Osterode and Cesmin Lug needs to be
resolved as soon as possible.

The environmental hazard is still a risk to human health to the whole population of
Mitrovica and Zvecan.

Stakeholders, including the United Nations Kosovo Team (UNKT), UNMIK, the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Swedish International
Development Agency (SIDA), Norway, the Netherlands, the United States of America,
local institutions and many others, have been working to eliminate this risk.

Lead poisoning in this area poses a severe risk to the population of Mitrovica. WHO
appeals for better coordination and communication between the health institutions and
is ready to provide technical assistance. WHO calls for attention to continue to be
focused on environmental health. The United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)
emphasized in 2006 that Camp Osterode is an interim solution, it is not a permanent
solution. The health situation of all of the residents, particularly the young children in the
camps, is intolerable and really one of the worst health crises that we have in this part of
Europe.

WHO asks for those who are still living in temporary camps to be relocated to a lead-
safe environment as soon as possible, and particularly for Cesmin Lug Camp to be
closed as a matter of urgency, in order to avoid another wave of newcomers. The area
near the tailing dams should be declared a hazardous place for humans.

WHO calls on national authorities to work together to diminish lead exposure in the area

and to monitor the health of the population, both RAE and others, and it offers technical
support to this end.
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TURKEY

Basket makers are Leaving Their Job

AYDIN/ The basketmakers living in Ilicabasi in Aydin, pointed out that they are being
forced to leave their job as they could not compete against Chinese products and other
technological products.

Roma living in llicabasi, explained that they have competed againts plastic products
before to keep their job, but now, as the Chinese products are commonly used in all
bazaars, their manufacturing has been interrupted. The basketmaker Roma are very
anxious as they could not even earn money to maintain their life. They want officers to
take measures about this problem and said that: ‘The basketry is the most popular
characteristics of Roma, but now it is being defeated to technological products as other
crafts.’

‘First, the plastic baskets then the cheap and nasty Chinese produtcs forced us out of
bazaar even if we work all the day. Although this season is normally very active about
sales, we could not sell any baskets, even one in a day! We are just producing but not
able to sell. Cheap and nasty products depressed not only our jobs but also all over the
world. ’

One of the basketmakers, Ceylan Aydeniz, explained that formerly they were only
making baskets to earn their life and it was enough for them but now, even they made
lots of different jobs besides this, they are at the point of losing their natural life. He said
that ‘People used to buy handmade baskets before, but now they are preferring cheap
and nasty Chinese plastic baskets. As you know, plastics are either very harmful for
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human health or dangerous for environment’
WWWw.cingeneyiz.org

Good News On The Housing Side

IZMIR/ Last week, Izmir Metropolitan Mayor Aziz Kocaoglu has visited the Ege
Neighborhood for the elections and spoke about the projected urban transformation in
the region. Kocaoglu, told that the projected transformation is to be implemented
gradually. "Ege Neighborhood has huge problems and it is a priority for us. We are
going to solve this problem here in this neighborhood. We will not build skyscrapers
here. The buildings that we plan to build here are at most three storey high. We are
going to solve your problems in a way that is compatible with your way of living. We are
going to build houses for about 280 families around Gurcesme and we are going to
move you there, temporarily. There are 655 households in Ege Neighborhood. We are
going to move only a half of the neighborhood and we are going to build their new
houses here. And then we are going to move the second half to Gurcesme and build the
second half of the houses here in Ege Neighborhood. Hence, you will all move to your
new houses," he said. The Roma people that were listening to him were very content
with Kocaoglu's words and said they were really hopeful about the result.

WWW.cingeneyiz.org

Istanbul heritage at risk, says report

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/english/domestic/11936728.asp

Istanbul, 25/06/2009 - A report prepared by inspectors from UNESCO that is being
debated currently by the body's world cultural heritage committee states the
government's policies are putting Istanbul's rich heritage at risk and the city is in danger
of being removed from the list of heritage sites.

A report has been submitted to UNESCO's world cultural heritage committee that puts
Istanbul in a very bad light when it comes to preserving its heritage and threatens the
city's status as a world heritage site.

The report especially criticized the gentrification project in the ancient Roma
neighborhood of Sulukule and the constructions of the Four Seasons Hotel and the
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metro near the Golden Horn. The Turkish government was heavily criticized at the
ongoing general meeting of the world cultural heritage committee of UNESCO in Seville,
Spain. During discussions for a draft for the World Cultural Heritage report it was
mentioned that Sulukule, the lack of efforts to preserve wooden buildings from the
Ottoman era, the construction of an additional area for the Four Seasons Hotel in
Sultanahmet, the metro bridge construction near the Golden Horn and the traffic master
plan for Istanbul are threatening the cultural heritage of the city. It is also stated that
inspection reports presented to the government have been disregarded.

If the report, featuring the observations of the UNESCO commission that visited Istanbul
in April, is accepted at the end of the meeting on June 30, the risk of Istanbul being
removed from the World Cultural Heritage list is high. According to Viki Ciprut, one of
the spokespersons of the Sulukule platform, the best-case scenario is the committee
giving the government one year to take required measures.

The report of the commission especially indicates that law number 5366 in Turkey,
which pertains to the renovation of historical sites, does not support preservation
activities but clears the path for demolitions and the destruction of historic values. The
report suggests the law be amended.

The draft report of UNESCO features each of the situations that threaten the cultural
heritage of Istanbul under separate titles. The titles are: The committee declared its
worries on the negative effects of the traffic plan on the historic peninsula if it is put into
practice. Especially concerning the Marmaray Project tunnel to pass under the
Bosphorus to join Harem with Kumkapi, which is expected to bring a very heavy traffic
load to the east side of the Bosphorus because it will pass from the west of
Sultanahmet. For this reason, the commission has asked the government to have an
independent environment report prepared before the plan is put into practice.

Additional construction for Four Seasons Hotel

The committee said an Istanbul regional administrative court has revoked the
construction permit for an additional building for the Four Seasons Hotel over
archaeological remains. However, due to this decision, all archeological works and
works of preservation for the remains have also stopped. Due to this, these important
archaeological remains are still under the risk of being exposed to adverse weather

62



conditions for a long time.

"The committee expressed concern that the construction of a new metro bridge on the
Golden Horn, plans for which have already been drawn, will have negative effects on
the surrounding buildings, especially the Stleymaniye Mosque due to its high towered,
suspension bridge structure. The committee has warned the government to avoid this
project or to develop alternative suggestions.

The committee pointed to the danger faced to the old wooden houses from the Ottoman
era. It was mentioned that most of those houses are abandoned and there has been no
effort to preserve them.

The report indicates Sulukule has proved how destructive law number 5366 can be. In
its observations on Sulukule, the committee said, "Alongside the demolitions of
registered buildings as a result of the gentrification program practiced by local
administrators, the local communities have been disbanded and the physical and
nonphysical values of the area have been destroyed in an unacceptable manner." It was
also mentioned that now the area is being zoned for housing and therefore cannot be
considered a preservation plan at all.

The commission stated its worries on urban transformation projects that are for
rebuilding rather than preserving. The suggestions made to the government in 2006 and
2008 were repeated and the committee strongly urges the preservation of standing
historical buildings. The report states that the implementation of law number 5366 is a
potential threat to the existence and unity of Istanbul's important areas on the world
heritage list.

New AKP gentry in Roma district

http://arama.hurriyet.com.tr/arsivhews.aspx?id=11239923

by Ali Daglar - Hurriyet

ISTANBUL - Resignations and suspensions have brought attention to ethically
qguestionable land purchases by ruling party politicians and people close to them in the
municipality responsible for the urban transformation in Sulukule. Recent reports
suggest political actors in Istanbul’s Fatih district are cashing in as local Roma residents
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are checked out.

Question marks have been unearthed amid the urban transformation project in
Istanbul’s Sulukule neighborhood, where the mainly Roma minority homeowners are
being replaced with people linked to the ruling Justice and Development Party, or AKP.

To date, the ongoing 4-year-old project has seen half of all properties in the
neighborhood change hands and many of the area’s Roma residents have been
relocated to Housing Development Administration, or TOKI, projects far from the city
center and buried in debt, according to reports. Recent resignations from the AKP have
raised questions concerning to motives of politicians involved in the project.

The Fatih Municipality told homeowners they would receive compensation of 500
Turkish Liras per square meter in payments made over five years. Fearing a major
monetary loss, about half of the homeowners have sold their properties for little more
than the municipality offered.

For the past three years, the adviser to Fatih Mayor and AKP member Mustafa Ciftci
and others have been mediating the sale of property deeds, some of which date back
300 years.

As part of the first stage of the urban transformation project, 339 houses will be built,
with the houses being allocated to the landowners. The new landowners mostly
purchased their properties in 2007 and 2008, it was reported.

Among landowners who were allocated houses is ismet Biiyiikkilic, the notary currently
being investigated as part of the Lighthouse e.V. scandal, several Fatih Municipal
Assembly members and religious sect leader Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu.

The Lighthouse e.V. scandal involved the collection of donations from Turks living in
Germany and the use of the funds in Turkey for business purposes. A court in Frankfurt
last September jailed three managers of the charity for embezzling 14.5 million euros.
Several people based in Turkey, including several bureaucrats appointed by the AKP
and businessmen close to the government, were implicated.

Buyukkili¢ is currently suspended pending a trial over his involvement in the channeling
of funds and it reports said he purchased his two Sulukule houses last July and August,

just as the Lighthouse scandal was hitting the news.

Among the other property owners are the son of AKP deputy from Kayseri, AKP’s
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deputy mayor from the Istanbul district of Glingéren, a former AKP Fatih branch
member and several of his relatives, two officials from the Istanbul Water Department
and several other lower level AKP members.

Fatih Municipal Assembly members from both the opposition Republican People’s
Party, or CHP, and the AKP objected to the project, citing NGO objections and arguing
that some people were illegally profiting from the transformation project. Municipal
assembly members from the AKP Sibel Musaoglu, Cemal Merdan and Kadir Ozdemir
were later disciplined by the party for breaking rank.

When it was discovered that the AKP’s Fatih branch’s founding member, Recep
Karaoglu, had purchased a property there and had succeeded in getting one of the new
houses allocated to him, he was pressured to resign from the party for "unethical acts."
In his letter of resignation, Karaoglu said several other local AKP members had also
purchased properties in Sulukule, demanding they resign, too.

Yakup Karaoglu, a member of the Fatih Municipal Assembly, criticized the municipal
business, saying most projects were done secretly. "We never knew what was
happening in Sulukule. The mayor made a speech about the project, dismissing the
residents saying, ’One percent are musicians while 47 percent have not even completed
their primary education.” He tried to say they were ignorant. True, compared to you, they
may be ignorant, but you are sneaky. Half of the properties there have changed hands.
Sulukule has become a very profitable area for some. What | worry about is when the
project is complete and people find out who is living there, many will curse us," Karaoglu
said in a speech at to assembly late last year.

Yakup Karaoglu resigned from the AKP last month.

The head of the Sulukule Roma Culture Development and Cooperation Association,
Sukrt Punduk, said the residents heard of the project only through newspapers and that
the association was founded in 2006 to campaign against the project. Locals were
called into the municipality in groups of 12 to be told that the area would be demolished,
he said.

Selling out of fear
"They told us our homes would be demolished and we would be paid 500 Turkish liras
per square meter. Then people from outside the district started to arrive, offering us

between 1,500 to 2,000 liras per square meter. People started to sell, fearing that they
would be victimized," he said.
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The urban transformation project was initiated by Istanbul’s Fatih Municipality soon after
the 2004 local elections. The project includes demolishing mainly Roma-owned houses
in the Neslisah and Hatice Sultan neighborhoods, which are together known as
Sulukule, and replacing them with a modern housing project built by TOKI and
supported by the Istanbul Metropolitan and Fatih municipalities.

Demolitions in the neighborhood started in 2005 and are ongoing. Four trials are
pending as a result of complaints filed by several nongovernmental organizations,
including the Istanbul Chamber of Architects and the Chamber of City Planners.

UNESCO sent a delegation to the neighborhood in 2007 after a series of
demonstrations and complaints against the historical neighborhood’s demolition,
warning that Istanbul could be removed from the World Cultural Heritage list if major
changes were not made to the project.

Save Sulukule, the World's oldest Romani settlement

UNESCO and the European Union protects the heritage of peoples through the
conventions that invite societies to preserve the traces of the passage of peoples on our
planet, with their history and their contribution to civilization. The UNESCO Convention
of 16th November, 1972 concerning the protection of world cultural heritage and the
Convention of the Council of Europe dated 27th October, 2005 on the value of cultural
heritage are emblematic documents in this field. This is why EveryOne Group and
Coordinamento Sa Phrala are appealing to the local authorities of Fatih and Istanbul, as
well as the Turkish institutions, to put a stop to the devastation of the Sulukule district,
the only place in the world where there are traces of 1000 years of the history of the
Roma community. After leaving India, the Roma people settled in the Anatolia region
from where they spread to the rest of Europe. The presence of the Roma in Sulukule, in
fact, dates back to the Byzantine period, while in the 16th Century the oldest Roma
settlement in the world formed here, a settlement that has survived until the present
day. However, in spite of Sulukule being declared a World Heritage Site and in spite of
the international "Save Sulukule" campaign - that has been underway for two years - the
institutions and local authorities have decided to transform this precious site into a
modern area, moving the Roma community elsewhere and razing the ancient buildings
to the ground. EveryOne Group, Them Romano and Coordinamento Sa Phrala are
asking Unesco and the European Union to intervene and help to put a stop to this
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destruction. But first of all, they are appealing to the Turkish Government to preserve
the world's oldest Roma settlement and to help the Roma community in its restoration.

Turkey urged to name ombudsman on police brutality

Saturday, July 04, 2009

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily detail.asp?id=186424

ANKARA: NGOs report that police brutality is on the rise in Turkey, and an independent
ombudsman should be appointed to tackle the problem, the Council of Europe’s top
human rights official said on Friday.

Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner Thomas Hammerberg also told
Reuters in an interview during a visit to the country that Turkey’s Roma community
needs better protection and support from the government. Cases of torture in Turkey
have fallen since accession talks with the European Union began in 2005, but inhumane
treatment by police remains widespread and many cases go unreported, Hammerberg
guoted non-governmental organisations as saying.

“In all cities we had conversations with NGOs and that was one of the issues that they
raised... they report an increase of cases of police brutality,” he said. Secular but mainly
Muslim Turkey has made slow progress in its EU membership talks, held back by
opposition to its bid among some EU states and its own failure to step up the speed of
reforms, including respect for human rights.

The Council of Europe, the continent’s leading rights body, wants Turkey to have a
special ombudsman to deal with complaints of mistreatment by the police, Hammerberg
said. “l said there must be some mechanism which is credible to investigate such
allegations because if the police is doing it itself it will not be credible,” he said.

“If there is not an independent system of investigation, many people will not dare to go
and report what happened because they fear they would be beaten up again,” he
added.

Turkish authorities do not deny that the country has a problem with police brutality and
have consulted British police over the issue, he said.

Another problem is that Turkish courts still see “honour crimes” carried out by family
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members as lesser crimes that require reduced sentences, though this is no longer
legal. “... there is a need to ensure that the new law, new formulation in the law, is
understood by the judges,” he said. The European Court of Human Rights ruled last
month that Turkey had failed to prevent a woman’s murder by her son-in-law and
ordered it to pay damages.

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan criticised the court, saying the ruling unfairly singled out
Turkey and was “shameful” for the court. The Roma community needs more
government help, Hammerberg said. “We were in Sulukule in Istanbul and looked at the
consequences of the city planning there. | think the way it was done was disrespectful to
the Roma, leaving many families in a very difficult situation,” he said.

Turkey's Passive Response to Domestic Violenc
Right to Non-Discrimination

London, 22 June 2009

On 9 June 2009, the European Court of Human Rights handed down the decision in the
case of Opuz v. Turkey (Application no. 33401/02). In its judgment, the Court found that
Turkey violated Article 2, Article 3 and Article 14 in conjunction with Articles 2 and 3 of
the European Convention on Human Rights.

The case involved the assault of the applicant, Mrs. Nahide Opuz and her mother by her
former husband over a number of years, death threats made against them, and the
eventual killing of Mrs. Opuz’s mother by the same man. Despite the fact that the violent
assaults occasioned serious bodily harm to the applicant and her mother which was
drawn to the attention of the State’s authorities, little was done to protect the women.
Indeed, the violence was in fact ongoing at the time that the case was brought to the
European Court.

The State had discontinued the cases brought against Mrs. Opuz’s former husband
because Mrs. Opuz and her mother had withdrawn their complaints under threat and
harassment. Mrs. Opuz claimed that she and her mother had been discriminated
against by reason of their gender as both the domestic Civil and Criminal Code provided
for and perpetuated the subservience of women to men in domestic situations which in
turn led to a perceived institutional tolerance towards domestic violence. Such domestic
violence, as supported by evidence, has had a vastly disproportionate impact on
women.
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In finding a violation of Articles 2, 3 and 14 on the part of Turkey, the Court reaffirmed
the internationally recognised principle that the State’s failure, even if unintentional, to
protect women against domestic violence breaches women'’s right to equal protection of
the law. It also explained that the failure to prevent violence carried out by private
actors, or to investigate, prosecute and punish such violence, may in itself amount to a
violation of Convention rights by the State, thereby incurring responsibility. The Court
concluded that domestic violence affected mainly women and that the general and
discriminatory judicial passivity of the State created a climate that was conducive to
domestic violence. Thus, the violence suffered by the applicant and her mother could be
regarded as gender-based, which constituted a form of discrimination against women
contrary to Article 14.

Turkey's Roma Demand Homes Back

by Peter Kenyon

Weekend Edition Sunday, April 19, 2009 - In Istanbul, housing costs are high. People
looked on with some anticipation as the municipality set out to rehabilitate a dangerous,
rundown neighborhood inside the city's walls. But this urban renewal project is running
into opposition from the neighborhood's residents, many of them Roma, the long-
despised and disenfranchised minority also known as gypsies.

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=103257419

Turkish bulldozers raze 1,000 years of Rom history by Nicolas Cheviron

Ferdi Celep sat on a sofa surrounded by the debris of his life, watching city workers
empty clothes and furniture from a row of two dozen colourful houses huddled against
the Byzantine battlements of Istanbul's old city.

Within hours, the last remnants of a thousand years of Rom history were wiped out by
bulldozers. Anti-riot police supervised this final phase last week of the demolition of
Sulukule, a neighborhood on the European bank of Istanbul once home to a vibrant
community of musicians and artists whose rhythmic songs and belly dancing served as
the city's musical heart.

Similar scenes have been repeated across the country as municipalities, supported by
the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), drive home a programme of urban
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renewal, destroying ramshackle and often unsanitary housing in favour of new tower
blocks, often many kilometers (miles) outside localities. But the demolition of Sulukule
caused controversy as it razed an ancient community of Rom gypsies who can trace
their history in the suburb back to Byzantine times.

"A big thank you to the municipality,” said Celep, who is unemployed. "Thanks to them |
will sleep on the street with my wife, my new-born child and the four-year-old. We have
no where to go."

City officials in the Fatih district, run by mayor Mustafa Demir from the AKP, estimate
the project will relocate about 3,500 people from Sulukule -- 1,300 of them Roms -- and
replace their old housing with fancy, wood-panelled "Ottoman style" buildings.

The demolition, begun at the end of 2006, will wipe out "hovels you wouldn't dump coal
in," according to the mayor.

However local activist Hacer Foggo of a group called the Sulukule Platform estimates
that closer to 5,000 people, the bulk of them members of the minority, are being
displaced, and all to benefit the ruling party and its allies.

"Who is going to buy the houses that they will build here? It will be the profiteers, those
close to the AKP," she said. "The idea is to expel the poor from the city centre and put
the rich in their place.”

Turkish media reported a few months ago that several AKP members and figures close
to the party were allegedly among the prospective buyers of the new houses. Foggo
said the resettlement will break up a community that has survived through centuries
thanks to a tradition of solidarity and mutual aid.

U.S. HELSINKI COMMISSION CHAIRMAN CARDIN AND CO-CHAIRMAN
HASTINGS CONDEMN TURKISH GOVERNMENT DESTRUCTION OF NEARLY
1,000-YEAR-OLD ROMA NEIGHBORHOOD

WASHINGTON—Senator Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD), Chairman of the Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (U.S. Helsinki Commission) and Co-Chairman
Congressman Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), today released the following statements upon
reports that the Turkish government completed the demolition of Sulukule, a suburb of
Istanbul that has been home to the Roma minority since 1054.

“The bulldozing of Sulukule this week by the Turkish government shows a lack of regard
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for the Romani people, and sadly erases a centuries old fixture of Istanbul’s history,”
Cardin said. “The Turkish government should adequately compensate the Romani
families and provide alternative housing to keep the community united now that their
historic neighborhood is gone.”

“‘We are deeply concerned about the pattern of housing dislocation Roma are
experiencing in numerous countries, brought on by everything from flooding to armed
conflict to pure discrimination. When Roma are removed from their homes, often with no
adequate alternatives, they are disconnected from schools, health care and a host of
other public services, and get sucked even deeper into a vortex of poverty — with
predictable and disastrous consequences for families,” Hastings said.

“The destruction of Sulukule to make way for new, higher-priced, villa-style homes that
Roma could not afford to purchase is especially regrettable because it occurs at a place
this Romani community has called home for nearly 1,000 years,” Cardin added.

The unfortunate outcome of this so-called urban renewal project is not only the
destruction of this historic neighborhood, but the forcing of 3,500 Sulukule residents 40
kilometers outside of the city to the district of Tasoluk or onto the streets.

“We urge all OSCE participating States to honor the commitments adopted at the 1999
Istanbul Summit and in other OSCE documents to ensure Roma are treated with dignity
and respect,” said Co-Chairmen Cardin and Hastings. "Here at least everyone knew
each other, the rent was very low and the local grocer always gave you credit,” she
added.

Sulukule welcomed generations of residents from other parts of Istanbul who came for
music, booze and belly dancing before a ban in the 1990s by conservative governments
shut its colorful neighbourhood taverns.

Some meanwhile insist the redevelopment of Sulukule amounts to more than the
disappearance of one of the most picturesque parts of this sprawling city of more than
12 million that has served as the capital of three empires -- Roman, Byzantine and
Ottoman.

It means the end of a millennia of history, according to British researcher Adrian Marsh,
a specialist on the Roms of Turkey. Sulukule was the oldest known settlement in the

world of Nomadic Roms, said Marsh, first mentioned by a Byzantine scribe in 1054.

His writings speak of "Egyptians” living in black tents along the fortress walls and eking
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out an existence thanks to their belly dancers, fortune tellers and dancing bears, Marsh
said.

After Constantinople -- as it was then known -- fell to the Turks in 1453, Sulukule's
dancers and musicians became fixtures of the opulent nights at the Ottoman court.

"Demolishing Sulukule is not the same as demolishing just any other gypsy slum, the

way it happens all over Turkey and Europe,” said Marsh. "It is the annihilation of the
memory of an entire community."
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